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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillor s 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Alderman  Pritchard,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  seventy-fifth  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  Its  submission,  coinciding  with 
the  date  appointed  for  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  transferring 
certain  health  functions  of  the  Local  Authority  to  a Regional  Hospital 
Board,  and  conferring  on  the  Council  other  powers  and  imposing  other 
duties  in  connection  with  mental  health  and  social  welfare,  marks  the 
conclusion  of  the  second  phase  of  local  government  activities  to  promote 
the  health  of  the  people.  Broadly  speaking,  the  first  thirty  or  forty  of 
these  reports  were  factual  statements  recording  the  nnsa'tisfactorv  vital 
statistics,  including  accounts  of  epidemics  of  smallpox,  typhus  and 
typhoid  fevers  and  of  outbreaks  of  measles,  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
with  high  fatality  rates,  and  noting  defects  in  the  environmental  hygiene 
of  the  district.  From  1908  onwards  they  became  more  closely  concerned 
with  efforts  to  improve  personal  hygiene  through  the  creation  of  services 
dealing  with  maternity  and  child  welfare,  tuberculosis,  and  venereal 
disease;  and  henceforth,  with  the  passing  to  nominated  Regional  Boards 
and  Executive  Councils  of  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  sick,  whether 
in  institutions  or  at  home,  they  may  be  expected  to  concentrate  on 
functions  more  pertinent  to  Preventive  Medicine  and  to  deal  with  an 
ever  extending  list  of  diseases  and  departures  from  health  produced 
by  adverse  social,  industrial  and  domestic  factors,  as  well  as  to  devote 
increased  attention  to  the  care  of  the  physically  and  mentally 
handicapped. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  following  points  of  interest  in  the 

statistical  and  other  records  of  the  year;:  — 

« * 

(1)  A further  rise  in  the  birth  rate  to  BO'S  per  thousand,  maintaining 
the  large  excess  locally  over  the  national  birth  rate  figures ; and  the 
delivei'y  of  these  2,022  infants  without  a single  maternal  death. 


(2)  A slight  rise  in  the  death  rate. 

^3)  A substantial  rise  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  attributable  hugely 
to  an  increased  number  of  deaths  from  gnstro-intestinal  infection. 

(4)  A continuance  of  outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  a slight 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  and  a substantial  decrease  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria. 

(5)  A resumption  in  the  decline  of  mortality  from  tuberculosis  with  the 
death  rate  from  this  cause  of  less  than  one  per  thousand  recorded 
for  the  first  time. 

(6)  A decline  in  the  incidence  of  venereal  disease. 

(7)  A worsening  of  the  housing  position  and  a consequent  increase  in 
the  physical,  mental  and  moral  hardships  resulting  therefrom. 

(8)  The  preparation  of  proposals  to  implement  the  new  powers  and 

duties  of  the  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

(9)  The  anticipation  of  the  placing  on  the  Council  by  the  National 

-Assistance  .Vet  of  powers  and  duties  for  the  care  of  the  aged  by 
arranging  with  the  Social  Science  Department  of  the  University 
of  Liverpool  for  a survey  of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  needs  of 
the  elderly  in  the  Borough,  coupled  with  a beginning  of  material 
aid  by  the  institution  of  a scheme  for  delivery  of  hot  meals  at 
homes. 

My  Annual  Report  for  1944  contained  a review  of  public  health 
I circumstance  in  the  Borough  during  the  twenty-five  years  which  I had 
I then  completed  as  your  Medfcal  Officer  of  Health,  and  a further 
I examination  of  that  nature  is  therefore  not  called  for  now.  That  retro- 
I spect  was  presented  with  a modicum  of  satisfaction  in  what  had  been 
I achieved,  and  with  due  appreciation  of  what  remains  to  be  done  before 
I the  unborn  infant  can  be  assured  of  a safe  delivery,  healthy  infancy, 
I childhood  and  adolescence,  followed  by  the  maximum  span  of  productive 
I maturity  and  by  comfort  in  old  age;  and  it  may  be  repeated  that  a 
I realisation  of  the  progress  towards  these  objectives  made  by  the  public 
I health  workers  and  social  reformers  of  yesterday  constitutes  a firm  basis 
I lor  confidence  that  the  next  rpiarter-century  will  see  further  advance 
(in  their  attainment. 
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In  subiuitting  this,  my  final  report,  I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
staff  of  the  .Department — medical,  nursing,  inspectorial  and  clericals 
and  to  their  loyalty  and  assiduous  devotion  to  dutj-.  Dr.  E.  Hannah, 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  will  conclude  his  twenty-seven  years’  appointment 
with  this  Council  on  the  transfer  to  Eegional  Hospital  Board  of  responsi- 
bility for  this  service,  and  accompanying  me  into  retirement  are  two  other 
officers  of  long  service  who  have  givers  outstanding  contributions  to  the  • 
work  of  the  Department — Mr.  W.  Eobson,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  Mr.  N.  Lockwood,  Administrative  Assistant — and  there  will  then  i 
remain  only  two  individuals  who  were  in  the  service  when  I joined  it 
ini  1920;  and  grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the? 
direction  and  supervision  of  the  labours  of  these  officers  and  of  I 
their  colleagues  of  to-day  and  yesterday  have  been  pleasurable  - 
responsibilities.  The  cordial  relationship  with,  and  the  ready  co-operation  -, 
of,  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Corporation,  particularly  close  during; 
the  war  period,  have  been  pleasing  features  of  my  service,  and  my. 
indebtedness  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  collectively  andli 
individually,  requires  special  mention.  Their  generosity  in  allowing: 
me  to  serve  for  many  years  on  the  Councils  of  the  Society  of  Medical  i 
Officers  of  Health,  the  Eoyal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  the  British  Medical  '. 
Association;  to  study  public  health  administration  in  Denmark  under: 
the  auspices  of  the  League  of  Nations  early  in  my  career,  and  last  year: 
to  see  something  of  public  health  practice  in  the  United  States  as  as 
representative  of  the  Eoyal  Sanitary  Institute,  is  gratefully  acknow-- 
ledged,  with  the  belief  that  the  contacts  thereby  made  and  the: 
knowledge  so  gained  have  added  to  my  usefulness  in  my  own  office. 

In  conclusion  I record,  and  not  as  a mere  form  of  words,  my^. 
gratitude  to  the  present  Chairmen  of  Committees  which  I serve,  as  well 
as  to  their  predecessors  and  members  of  the  Council  in  general,  for  their’ 
readiness  to  consider  and,  when  judged  possible,  to  act  upon  recommen-- 
dations  made  by  me  during  the  last  twenty-eight  years  to  improve  the; 
public  health  of  the  Borough. 

I have  the  horlour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  T.  H.  WOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  I 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1947. 


Civilian  Ropulatiou  (llegistrar-Ueiieraris  estiuiate)  at  iiiicl-year 

1947  ...  ‘ 66,610 

'Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  I'iver  bed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,414 

Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  according  to  rate  books  ...  15,549 

Uninhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  according  to  rate  books  ...  101 

Population  at  Census  of  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76,770 


Live  Births — — 

j Males  1042;  Females  980  ...  Total  2022.  Birth  rate  BO'3 

> Still  Births — — 

I Males  35;  Females  28  ...  Total  63.  Rate  pei- 1,000  total 
I (live  and  still)  births  30'2 

fTotal  deaths  ...  866  Death  rate  13'0' 

[Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes...  Nil  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


r Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year) 

i Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live 
f births — Legitimate.  90;  Illegitimate,  111  ...  ...  Total 

.Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  frorn  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

I Death  Rate  from  Respiratory per  1,000  

I Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,00*0 


185 


91-5 

4 

59 

0-81 

0-92 


I 

I fhe  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  as  at  April  1947  was  £477,556 
i -''he  estimated  product  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1947-48  ...  .. .£1,881 

j.  n 1947-48  the  General  Rate  was  18/11  in  the  pound  (excluding  water 
t rate  and  charges). 

i he  cost  of  the  Health  Services  during  1947-48  was  estimated  at 
I £72,.)50,  t ([iiivalent  to  a rate  of  3a.  2'59d.  in  the  i)omub 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


l.-VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Populatiun.—At  the  Census  in  1881  the  population  enuineiated 
was  27,374;  in  1891,  49,217;  in  1901,  58,556;  in  1911,  69,876;  in  1921, 
76,487;  and  in  1931,  76,770. 

On  18th  May  1948  the  Reoistrar-General  intimated  that  his  estimate 
ol  civilian  population  at  mid-year  1947  was  66}610.  This  estimate 
shows  that  the  population  of  the  Borough  last  year  was  some  2,260  more 
than  in  the  summer  of  1946,  and  the  latest  quarterly  estimate  of  the 
Registrar-General  gave  the  population  as  67,480  on  31st  December  1947. 

Marriages. — The  Superintendent  Registrar  has  been  good  enough 
to  furnish  me  with  figures  of  marriages  during  recent  years  which  show 
that  the  rise  which  occurred  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  war  was 
followed  by  figures  well  below  the  normal  until  1944;  an  increase  is 
again  recorded  this  year.  The  totals  for  the  ten  years  commencing 
1938  have  been  653,  731,  891,  659,  576,  469,  491,  619,  629  and  662 
respectively. 

Birthn. — During  tlie  year  there  were  registered  2,022  births  to 
Bootle  parents,  representing  a birth  rate  of  30  3 per  1,000  of  the 
|)opulation,  that  for  hlngland  and  Wales  being  20'5.  In  1946  the  Bootle 
bii'th  rate  was  27'9  and  for  the  decennium  1936-45  it  was  23’4.  Therv* 
wei'e  1,042  male  and  980  female  births.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  birth 
rate,  which  reached  a maximum  after  the  first  war  of  29'7  in  the  first 
(piai'ter  of  1920  and  a minimum  in  1938,  rose  towards  the  end  of  the 
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late  war,  attuiiieil  a maxiuiuiu  of  28"J  in  lU-l  l,  fell  somewhat  in  19-15, 
and  this  year  has  again  risen;  as  usual,  it  is  well  above  the  national 
rate. 


1 

Period. 

BOOTLE. 

England  A Wales 

Births. 

J<ate  per  1,000. 

Hate  per  1,000. 

1873—1880  ... 

6,846 

38-6 

’ 35-4 

1881—1890  . 

15,508 

36-8 

32-4 

1891—1900  ... 

17,716 

332 

29-9 

1901—1910  . 

20,468 

32-3 

27-2 

1911—1920  ... 

20,748 

276 

21-8 

1921—1930  ... 

18,884 

22-8 

184 

1931—1935  ... 

8,367 

21'8 

150 

1936—1940  ... 

7,959 

I 21-6 

14-9  ■ 

1941 

1,199 

22-8 

14-2 

1942 

1,104 

23-9 

15-8 

1943 

1,327 

26-5 

16'5 

1944 

1,574 

282 

17-6 

1945 

1,429 

244 

161 

1946 

1,797 

27-9 

19  1 

1947 

2,022 

30-3 

20-5 

The  illegiLiinate  births  numbered  108,  and  were  5'd  per  cent,  of  the 
total.  In  1946  the  total  number  was  105,  and  in  1945,  119. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Bootle  residents  during 
1947,  whether  within  or  without  the  Borough,  was  866;  this  figure 
includes  122  who  died  in  institutions  within  the  Borough,  367  who  died 
in  transferred  institutions  in  Liverpool,  80  who  died  in  hospitals  outside 
the  Borough,  and  8 who  died  in  mental  hospitals,  making  a total  of 
577  deaths  in  institutions. 


The  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  present  poptdation  of  Bootle 
differs  appreciably  from  that  befoi'e  the  war,  and  coiisequently  the 
death  I'ates  ju'c  not  truly  comparable  with  those  of  earlier  years. 
The  deaths  during  the  year,  however,  are  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of 
13  0 per  1,000,  as  compared  with  12‘3  per  1,000  in  1940. 


Tliu  oi'iule  death-rate  of  tlic  120  great  towns  of  England  and  Wales 
during  1947  was  Id'O. 


Period. 

BOOTLE.  - 1 

Emolamd  & Walbb. 

Tout  Deftths. 

Hfttc  per  1,000. 

lietc  per  1,000 

lB7a— 1880  ... 

3,823 

2T7 

21-2 

1381—1890  ... 

8,260 

199 

191 

1891—1900 

10,942 

206 

182 

1901—1910  ... 

11,400 

17-8 

15-4 

1911—1920  .. 

12,470 

171 

148 

1921—1930  ... 

■ 10,336 

135 

121 

1931—1935  ... 

5,212 

13-6 

120 

1936—1940  ... 

5,019 

13-8 

12-5 

1941 

1,227 

23-3 

12-9 

1942 

629 

13-6 

11-6 

' 1943 

745 

i 14-9 

12T 

1944 

732 

13T 

1T6 

; 1945 

754 

12-9 

11-4 

1946 

793 

12-3 

11-5 

’ 1947 

866 

130 

120 

The  death-rate  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  16‘1,  during 
the  second,  12'0;  the  third,  10  3;  and  the  fourth,  13'9. 


The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  institutions  was  577,  i.e., 
6G'6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  as  compared  with  65T  per  cent,  in 
1946,  and  61'4  per  cent,  in  1945.  The  increasing  use  made  of  institu- 
tions for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  terminal  illness  is  illustrated 
by  a comparison  with  the  percentage  of  29  in  1920. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  185  deaths  of  infants,  compared 
with  135  in  1946,  and  99  in  1945.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was 
9T5  pfif  1,000  births,  compared  with  75  in  1946.  and  75'7  in  the 
deconnium  1936  to  1946. 


The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  amongst  males  was  104,  and  amongst 
females  80.  Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  was  41  per  1,000  births,  and  in  the  126  great  towns  it  was  47. 
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Thii-ty-four  infants  died  before  they  were  a week  old,  and  a totnl  of 
74  of  all  the  deaths  under  one  year  occurred  in  children  under  the 
age  of  one  month.  This  is  a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  86  per  1,00U 
births. 

Young  Child  Mortality. — There  were  30  deaths  of  children  aged 
1 to  5 years,  as  compared  with  22  in  1046.  The  principal  causes  were 
— measles  3,  diarrhoea  3,  tuberculosis  2,  meningitis  2,  and  violence  2. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — Sixty-six  deaths  (45  of  residents  and  21 
of  non-residents)  were  the  subject  of  a Coroner’s  inquest,  and  in  three 
cases  the  deaths  were  registered  without  certification  by  a medical  man 
or  a Coroner. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age,  are  showui  in  the 
table  on  page  40. 

Epidemic  Diseases. — The  epidemic  diseases  (excluding  influenza) 
were  responsible  for  9 deaths,  as  compared  with  the  average  of  34'6 
during  the  preceding  ten  years.  There  were  three  deaths  from  measles, 
four  from  whooping  cough,  one  from  scarlet  fever,  and  one  from 
diphtheria.  The  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  were  60  as  against 
24  during  1946;  fifty-six  were  of  infants  under  one  year. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory 
diseases  was  notably  higher  than  that  recorded  in  previous  years. 
Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  80  deaths,  bronchitis  for  42,  and  other 
respiratory  disease  for  5,  making  the  total  deaths  from  respiratory 
diseases  (excluding  influenza  and  tuberculosis)  127,  or  14'0  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  as  compared  with  107,  or  13’ 5 per  cent, 
in  1946.  Influenza  was  recorded  as  a cause  of  death  in  one  case,  as 
against  8 in  the  preceding  year. 

Cancer. — Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  127  cases, 
as  compared  with  104  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer 
crude  death-rate  of  TOl  i:>er  1,000  of  the  population  as  com2:)ared  with 
I'Ol  during  the  years  1911  to  1920,  with  0’78  per  1,000  during  the  first 
ten  years  of  this  century,  and  with  0'55  during  the  ten  years  1891  to 
1900. 

Violence. — There  were  32  deaths  from  violence,  an^l  1 from  .suicide. 
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ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS. 


Valuable  information  as  to  economic  conditions  having  a bearing  on 
the  health  of  the  tovsni  is  obtained  from  data  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Clerk  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  and  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
Bootle  Insurance  Committee. 


During  the  year  ended  27th  December  1947,  £34,524  was  expended 
in  outdoor  relief,  including  £843  to  unemployment  cases  (comparable 
figures  for  1946  were  £30,550  and  £385).  Further,  the  annual  return 
of  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor  Belief  on  the  night  of  27th  December  1947 
shows  427  persons  to  have  been  in  receipt  of  institutional  relief,  of 
whom  107  were  persons  not  suffering  from  sickness,  accident,  or  bodily 
or  mental  infirmity,  and  1,145  persons  to  have  been  in  receipt  of 
domiciliary  relief.  The  total  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor  Belief 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  equivalent  to  235  per  10,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, as  conipared  with  262  at  end  of  1946. 


The  following  table  summarises  available  information  as  to  public 
assistance  during,  recent  years. 


Year. 

Persons  in  receipt  of 
relief  on  Ist  January. 

Total  cost  of 
outdoor  relief. 

Institutional 

Doiniciliai  V 

1931 

475 

2864 

£ 

•17,865 

19351 

375 

3936 

64,999 

1933 

455 

5659 

R2.843 

1934 

431 

6871 

107,807 

1935 

410 

7270 

113,130 

1936 

548 

6751 

109,747 

1937 

511 

6586 

74,727 

1938 

480 

4354 

60,307 

1939 

464 

4124 

58.982 

1940 

357 

2992 

53,104 

1941 

413 

1775 

.25,544 

1912 

412 

1092 

20,581 

1943 

471 

1036 

21,763 

1944 

512 

923 

27,184 

1945 

575 

1236 

32,472 

1946 

584 

1100 

30,550 

1 1947 

427 

1145 

34.524 
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The  total  nuiuber  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough  on  1st  January 
1948,  was  35,175  or  52'8  per  cent,  of  the  total  civilian  population. 
There  was  a further  rise  in  the  number  of  prescriptions  for  insured 
persons  made  up  during  the  year.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  number 
of  these  prescriptions  dispensed  rose  from  50,738  to  164,253  between 
1921  and  1937,  with  a corresponding  increase  in  the  annual  cost  of 
medicines  from  £1,955  to  £5,149  6s.  5d.,  while  this  year  the  experience 
is  125,018  prescriptions  at  a cost  of  £8,842  16s.  Od. 

« 

li.  GENERAL  PUBLIC  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

The  control  of  the  transferred  medical  services  remained  with  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  although  in  November  1931  the  Council 
i delegated  to  the  Health  Committee  the  powers  contained  in  Part  I of 
i the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  with  respect  to  the  provision  of 
1 hospital  accommodation. 

I INSTITUTIONAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  SICK. 

Arrangements  continued  to  operate  for  the  reception  of  Bootle 
: sick  into  the  hospitals  transferred  to  the  Liverpool  City  Council  after 
: the  passing  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929.  Admissions  during  the 
' year  numbered  3,695  (including  633  births  and  1,654  admissions  on 
Masters’  or  Medical  Superintendents’  Orders). 


DOMICILIARY  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE. 

' The  administration  of  medical  out-relief  included  in  the  functions 

I transferred  to  the  Council  on  1st  April  1930  is  controlled  by  the  Public 
I Assistance  Committee  acting  through  the  IMedical  Officer  of  Health, 
t and  the  arrangements  remained  as  described  in  earlier  reports. 

i 

[Examinations  of  the  returns  of  surgery  consultations  and  home 
visits  during  the  year  showed  that  the  work  remained  relatively  light, 
the  weekly  average  having  been  33  surgery  consultations  and  5 home 
visits  in  Districts  1 and  2,  and  47  surgery  consultations  and  10  home 
visits  in  District  3. 


CANCER  SCHEME. 


The  interim  proposals  of  the  Council  under  the  Cancer  Act,  1939, 
. were  outlined  in  the  Annual  Eeport  for  1945. 

Under  these  arrangements  47  persons  received  in-patient  treat- 
ment and  115  persons  received  out-patient  treatment  at  voluntary 
hospitals  during  1947  at  net  costs  of  £773  Is.  7d.  and  £165  7s.  2d. 
respectively;  in  addition,  other  persons  were  treated  at  approved  muni- 
cipal hospitals. 


YACOmATIOM. 

According  to  information  supplied  by  the  Vaccination  Officer,  1,344 
successful  primary  vaccinations  and  11  successful  re-vaccinations  were 
performed  during  the  year  ended  30th  September  1947,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year’s  figures  of  1,155  and  31  respectively. 

AMBULANCE  BERYICE. 

Until  12th  April  1947  the  Accident  and  Sickness  Ambulance  Service 
w as  worked  by  one  supervisor  and  fourteen  male  drivers  and  attendants, 
working  as  two  teams  in  three  eight-hourly  shifts;  as  from  that  date 
the  staff  was  reduced  to  one  supervisor  and  seven  male  driver-attendants, 
working  one  team  in  eight-hourly  shifts. 

During  the  period  10th  December  1946  to  9th  December  1947 
the  Service  answered  1,733  calls,  as  under:  — 


Day. 

Night. 

Total. 

Hospital  “ transfers  ” ... 
Accidents — 

283  .. 

26  .. 

. 309 

Docks 

358  .. 

44  .. 

402 

Elsewhere  ... 

458  .. 

41... 

499 

Sickness  and  klaternity.. 
Merseyside  Hospitals 

83  .. 

28  -.. 

. Ill 

Council 

269  .. 

72  .. 

. 341 

Crosby  Uorough  Council 

6 .. 

— . . 

6 

Other  (unclassified) 

50  .. 

15  .. 

65 
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III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Bootle  is  witliiii  the  areu  of  supply  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking.  The  su])ply  is  by  gravitation  from  upland  sources 
in  North  Wales  and  Lancashire,  is  constant  and,  generally  speaking, 
all  premises  are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Undertaking.  During 
; the  year  the  supply  has  been  adequate  in  quantity  and  first-class  in 
quality ; bacteriological  examinations  are  made  daily  within  the  area 
of  supply,  and  the  supplies  both  from  Eivington  and  Ijake  Vyrnwy  are 
treated  through  slow  sand  filters  and  chlorinated.  The  water  supply 
generally  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

j Nuisances. — The  number  of  nuisances  for  which  notices  were  served 

I on  owners  and  occupiers  was  8,660,  as  against  9,011  in  1946. 

Prosecutions : Non-abatement  of  Nuisances,  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  Section  93. — No  prosecutions  were  undertaken  against  owners  of 
house  property  in  respect  of  service  of  abatement  notices  upon  them. 

Fertilisers  and  Feedings  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — Eight  samples  of  feeding 
stuffs  and  eight  samples  of  fertilisers  were  obtained  during  the  year. 

Canal  Boats. — During  the  j^ear  31  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  canal  boats  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  in  the  Borough.  One 
written  notice  was  served  during  the  year,  and  one  infringement  was 
remedied.  No  women  or  children  were  found  on  canal  boats  inspected 
in  Bootle  during  the  year.  Bootie  is  not  a Kegistration  Authority  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sec.  249). 

Verminous  Infestation. — The  procedure  adopted  for  dealing  with 
dwelling-houses  infested  by  bed  bugs  has  been  described  in  previous 
Annual  Reports  and  during  the  year  30  municipal  houses  and  32 
privately-owned  houses  required  and  received  disinfestation  by  applica- 
tion of  DDT  in  liquid  and  powder  form.  The  furniture  Rom  72  dwelling- 
houses  was  treated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide. 

Houses  found  to  be  infested  by  cockroaches  were  also  dealt  with 
as  described  in  earliei'  reports,  and  34  municipal  houses  and  7 privately-- 
owned houses  were  so  treated  during  the  year, 


u 


I 


RAT  INFESTATION. 

Inspection  of  Lands  and  Buildings. — The  staff  of  three  rodent  | 
operators,  two  permanent  and  one  temporary,  made  6,999  inspections  I 
ot  lands  and  buildings  other  than  dwelling-houses,  comprising  in  the  S 
main  food  shops  and  other  shops,  factories,  warehouses,  schools,  offices,  R 
cold  stores  and  other  business  premises,  together  with  two  refuse  tips.  I* 
From  these  inspections  101  or  r44  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  infested,  j 
52  by  rats  and  49  by  mice.  The  staff  treated  59  of  these  infestations,  j 
the  remainder  being  treated  either  by  servicing  companies  with  | 
departmental  follow-up  inspections,  or  being  self-serviced  under  super-  J 
vision  by  the  staff.  In  all,  the  staff'  laid  1,258  poison  baits  with  709  i 

takes  and  98  bodies  recovered.  The  only  “ major  ” infestatioir  found  ® 

during  the  year  occurred  in  a railway  embankment,  which  was  subse-  ^4 
quently  cleared  in  co-operation  with  the  Eailway  Company’s  staff  of 
rodent  operators.  The  cold  stores  which  was  reported  last  year  as 
being  the  subject  of  a “ major  ” and  later  a “ minor  ” infestation  by 
j I lice  has  been  kept  under  observation  and  treatment,  and  at  no  time  rj 
since  has  this  infestation  exceeded  in  degree  that  of  a “ minor  ” w 
infestation.  » 

Inspection  of  Private  DLVcUiiigsX-The  systematic  inspection  of 
private  dwelling-houses  was  continued  during  the  year.  Dwelling-  tj 
houses  to  a total  of  15,506  were  visited,  and  infestations  were  recorded  fe 

in  102  instances,  19  by  rats  and  83  by  mice.  All  the  infestations  were 

slight  in  degree  with  the  rats  being  migrants  in  each  case.  Each  infes-  ll 
tation  was  treated  by  the  staff,  who  laid  2,079  poison  baits  with  1,129  ]f\ 

takes,  and  8 bodies  recovered.  j ' 

/ 

\ j 

Destruction  of  Sewer  Rats. — Two  maintenance  treatments  of  each  1 
of  two  areas  in  the  Borough  were  carried  out.  The  third  area,  which  ) 
showed  no  takes  of  pre-bait  when  the  initial  treatments  were  earned  jb 
out  in  December  1944,  was  test  baited,  with  a like  result.  ^ 

f 

i 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937.  1 

Factories. — All  factories  are  visited  by  an  inspector  appointed  under  ‘ 
the  Act. 


/ 


15 


The  total  number  of  factories  (iiiehuling  bakehouses)  on  tlie  register 
was  276,  viz.  : — 

With  mechanical  [)ower  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  64 

Visits  to  a total  of  374  were  made  to  factories  in  the  course  of 
ordinary  routine  inspections.  .\s  a result  of  these  visits  39  defects  were 
found,  in  resj)ect  of  which  21  informal  notices  were  sent  to  owners  or 
occupiers;  in  the  remaining  instances  a verbal  intimation  was  sufficient, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  t\\  o defects  were  outstanding. 

Oatiro)heis.—Ten  visits  were  made  to  premises  and  in  no  instance 
was  there  found  to  be  employment  in  unsatisfactory  premises. 

Bakehouses. — The  number  of  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  19,  none  of  wdiich  are  basement  bakehouses;  the  number  of 
bakehouses  with  mechanical  power  is  12 ; a total  of  48  visits  was  made  to 
the  bakehouses,  the  general  condition  of  which  was  good. 

Workplaces  including  Offices. — The  number  of  workplaces  on  the 
register  was  148  and  170  visits  were  made.  The  number  of  defects 
found  was  30,  of  which  28  were  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

IV.  SANITARY  CONTROL  OF  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  ■ • 

Source  of  Milk  Supply. — That  portion  of  the  milk  supply  of  the 
llorough  not  brought  by  rail  or  road  is  derived  from  cows  kept  in 
shippons,  of  which  there  now  remains  only  one  in  the  town;  the  cows 
now  nunffier  21,  as  compared  with  a figure  for  1914  of  about  550.  The 
shippon  received  the  careful  attention  of  the  Inspector,  who  paid  in  all 
14  visits. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds:  Milk  and  Dairies  Reyulalions,  1926  to  1943. — 
There  are  22  premises  registered  as  dairies  or  milkshops  in  the  Borough, 
with  one  registered  as  a cow-shed,  and  there  are  47  registered  retail 
purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only.  One  hundred  and  forty  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  cow-shed,  dairies  and  milkshops  during  the  year;  on 
the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  these  premises  are  maintained  in  a. 
Satisfactory  state. 
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Cleanliness  and  Safety  of  Milk. — The  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders,  1936-1943,  prescribe  the  following  special  designations  for  milk, 
namely: — Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited,  and  Pasteurised. 

At  the  end  of  1947  there  was  one  Bootle  dairyman  holding  a licence 
to  produce  Accredited  Milk,  one  to  produce  Pasteurised  Milk,  two  were 
holding  a Dealer’s  licence  in  respect  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  and  ten 
holding  a Dealer’s  licence  in  respect  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

With  the  object  of  promoting  the  cleanliness  and  safety  of  the 
local  supply  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples  has  not  been 
limited  to  the  designated  milks,  and  141  examinations  in  all  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Tuberculosis. — The  results  of  bacteriological  examination 
of  15  samples  of  milk  showed  that  none  were  infected  with  tubercle 
bacilli. 

Pasteurised  Milk. — During  the  past  year  in  Bootle  one  licence 
was  renewed  for  the  production  of  pasteurised  milk.  The  number  of 
milk  samples  obtained  from  this  holder  during  1947  was  28,  of  which 
24  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  One 
hundred  and  fourteen  samples  of  pasteurised  and  heat-treated  milk  were 
submitted  for  examination  by  the  phosphatase  test,  of  which  number 
104  satisfied  the  test. 

PREPARATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1930,  Section  21,  requires  the  registration 
of  persons  and  premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  etc.,  of  ice  cream, 
and  gives  powers  for  revocation  of  the  registration  of  such  persons  if 
the  Corporation  is  satisfied  that  the  public  health  is,  or  is  likely  to  be, 
endangered  by  any  act  or  default  of  such  persons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  registrations  totalled:  — 

Premises — 

For  the  manufacture  for  sale  and  sale  of  ice  cream 

For  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream 

Persons — 

For  the  manufacture  for  sale  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  13 

For  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream  or  water  ices  ...  ...  34 


13 

29 
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These  special  powers  of  supervision  were  obtained  because  of  tin- 
necessity  of  ensuring  the  wholesomeness  of  milk  j^roducts  eaten  largely 
by  children,  and  during  last  season  70  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  registered  premises,  and  30  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted 
f.  r bacteriological  examination.  The  samplec  were  also  submitted  tc  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  in  the  form  proposed  by  the  Medical  Kesearch 
Council  and  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  four  provi.sional 
grades  being  defined,  viz.  : — 

Grade  1.  Time  taken  to  reduce  methylene  blue — 4 hours  or  more. 

Grade  2.  Time  taken  to  reduce  methylene  blue — 2-^  hours  to  4 
hours. 

Grade  3.  Time  taken  to  reduce  methylene  blue — to  2 hours. 

Grade  4.  Time  taken  to  reduce  methylene  blue-^  hours  {i.e., 
reduction  at  the  end  of  the  incubation  period). 

The  results  showed  that  on  bacteriological  examination  coliform 
bacilli  were  absent  in  1/lOOth  c.c.  in  17  samples  and  present  in  13 
samples,  and  on  submission  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  5 were  placed 
in  Grade  1,  5 in  Grade  2 and  20  in  Grade  4. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Eegulations,  1947,  which 
came  into  partial  operation  on  1st  May  1947,  have  improved  the  powers 
of  control  of  this  commodity.  Of  the  13  premises  in  the  Borough 
registered  for  the  manufacture  for  sale  of  ice  cream  improvements  have 
been  effected  at  all,  with  partial  reconstruction  in  ten  instances,  and 
the  introduction  of  new  and  modern  plant  in  some  cases. 

It  has  been  found  that  cooling  apparatus  is  still  difficult  to  obtain, 
and  allowance  has  been  made  for  this  in  the  Eegulations  of  1947  and  the 
Amending  Eegulations  of  1948. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  all  connected  with  this  trade  in 
ffie  Borough  have  given  full  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  department  to 
implement  the  requirements  of  the  Eegulations;  as  evidence  of  this  it 
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can  be  stated  that  of  10  samples  obtained  in  A])!!!  1948  and  submitted 
to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  8 were  placed  in  Grade  1,  1 in  Grade  2 and 
only  1 in  Grade  4. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Butchers’  Shops,  etc. — Sui^ervision  of  the  materials  and  methods 
in  foodshops,  bakehouses,  and  factories,  continued  to  be  exercised  by 
the  Department  on  lines  as  indicated  in  previous  Annual  Reports. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.^ — The  Public  Analyst,  to  whom  samples 
were  submitted,  is  Rfr.  J.  F.  Clark,  iM.Sc.,  D.I.C.,  F.R.I.C. 

During  the  year  230  samples  were  taken,  of  which  G,  or  2’6  per 
cent.,  were  adulterated  or  not  up  to  standard.  One  hundred  and 
forty-six  of  these  were  taken  informally,  and  in  cases  where  adulteration 
was  detected  foi'mal  samples  were  subsquently  obtained  in  order  that 
the  necessary  legal  action  might  be  instituted.  One  hundred  and 
nine  samples  of  milk  were  obtained,  of  which  twenty-six  were  taken 
informally;  in  the  other  83  cases,  however,  the  procedure  prescribed  by 
the  Act  was  carried  out.  One  of  the  samples  of  milk  (informal)  was 
found  to  be  adulterated.  A formal  sample  taken  subsequently  was  found 
to  be  genuine.  The  vendor  was  interviewed  and  cautioned. 

The  total  ]uimber  of  samples  obtained  of  milk  produced  outside 
the  district  was  81,  of  which  15  were  taken  in  transit. 

Public  Health  {Preservatives,  etc.,  in  b^ood)  Regulations. — A total 
of  IGI  samples  was  examined  under  these  Regulations  for  tlie  presence 
of  preservatives,  including  109  of  milk.  All  the  samples  were  found  to 
be  correct. 

0 

V.  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  numiHr  of  cases  of  infeclious  diseases  notified  during  the  venr 
is  summarised  as  follows:  — 

The  was  no  notiliciition  of  small-pox,  (diolera,  plague,  typhus 
fever,  relapsing  or  continued  fever,  trpncli  fever,  or  encephalitis 
lethargica. 
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Gases 

Cases  admitted  to 


notified. 

hospital. 

Deaths. 

Enteric  Fever 

2(1) 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

268  (4) 

163 

1 

Diphtheria 

64 142) 

64 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

13 

4 

— 

Measles  ...  

349 

38 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  (under  two 

145  (1) 

34 

4 

years)  voluntarily  notifiable  ... 
Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal 

20 

7 

59 

Pneumonia 

56(1) 

26 

20 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

8(6) 

8 

2 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

7 

6 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
^Tuberculosis — 

5(1) 

5 

(a)  Pulmonary  ... 

123 

86 

54 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

29 

18 

7 

* Primary  notifications. 

(The  totals  in  braclrete  give  number  of  cases  where  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.) 

/ 

LINACRE  HOSPITAL. 

The  buildings  of  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  after  vacation 
; by  the  Bootle  General  Hospital  in  March,  were  transferred  to  the  Educa- 
j tion  Committee  for  use  as  administrative  and  school  premises.  Cases 
1 of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  accommodation  were  admitted  to 
1 the  Liverpool  City  Hospitals  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made 
1 in  September  1939. 


ENTERIC  FEYER. 

Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  were  notified  during  the  year;  in  one 
t case  the  diagnosis  was  revised  to  enteritis  after  admission  of  the  patient 
t to  Fazakerley  Hospital. 


1 


20 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Incidence. — The  total  cases  for  the  year  fell  from  298  in  1946  to 
268  (four  of  these  were  re-classified  later),  constituting  an  incidence  of 
4'0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  There  was  one  death. 

In  each  of  thirty-one  houses  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred, 
in  three  houses  there  were  three  cases,  and  in  one  house  there  were  four 
cases. 

Hospital  Isolation  in  Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  sixty-three 
cases,  rejoresenting  60  per  cent,  of  the  notifications,  were  admitted  to  . 
the  Liverpool  Isolation  Hospitals  during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Incidence. — There  was  a decrease  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria 
from  the  figure  of  the  previous  year,  and  in  all  64  cases  were  notified 
(42  were  re-classified  later)  as  compared  with  141  in  1946  and  138 
in  1945,  and  an  average  of  232  for  the  ten  years  ended  1945.  The  : 
notification  rate  was  0'96  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  All  the 
notified  cases  were  removed  to  Liverpool  Isolation  Hospitals  during  ; 
the  year. 

The  occurrence  of  a secondary  case  of  diphtheria  in  an  infected  if 
household  was  recorded  on  two  occasions,  and  the  occurrence  of  a third  1 
case  on  one  occasion. 

Mortality. — There  was  one  death  from  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Prevention. — During  1932  a scheme  was  inaugurated  whereby  an  i 
offer  of  innnunisation  against  diphtheria  was  made  to  the  parents  of  1 
infants  and  young  children  in  the  Borough.  Last  year,  a total  of  1,322  £ 

children  (compared  with  1,420  during  1946)  completed  the  series  of  i 
inoculations,  making  with  those  inocidated  in  preceding  years  a grand  1 
total  of  16,712;  further,  789  child  ren  previously  inoculated  received  a 
reinforcing  injection  on  reaching  school  age.  The  present  position  is  that  : 
46‘5  per  cent,  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  64’9  per  cent,  of  I 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  have  been  protected  ; 
against  this  preventable  disease. 

The  following  table  shows  year  by  year,  since  the  inauguration  of  f 
the  scheme,  the  number  of  children  completing  the  series  of  inocula- 
tions  : ■■  - 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


•2 1 
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OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Acute  Pri'inary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia — Fifty-six  uotificatious 
(one  re-classified  later)  of  i^riniary  and  influenzal  pneumonia  were 
received.  One  death  from  influenza  and  20  from  primary  pneumonia 
were  recorded. 

Measles. — Under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations, 
1940,  349  cases  of  measles  were  notified;  there  were  three  deaths. 

lT7i.oop/;(^  Cough. — Whooping  Cough  caused  four  deaths  during 
1947,  compared  with  two  in  1946  and  one  in  1945.  The  death-rate 
was  0'06  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  0'02  throughout 
England ‘and  Wales.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was 
145. 


Diarrhoea. — Deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  sixty,  or  a rate 
of^O'90  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  0'37  last  year. 

Fifty-six  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  infants  uiider  one  year  of  age,  giving 
a rate  per  1,000  births  of  27'8  in  Bootle. 

VI.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notification  Register. — The  register  oh  31st  December  1947  included 
231  .males  and  219  females  suffering  from  2:)uhnonary  tuberculosis,  and 
49  males  and  76  females  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
making  a total  of  575  cases,  as  compared  with  583  at  the  end  of  1946. 

Incidence. — The  total  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930  was  152  (123 
pulmonary  and  29  non-pulmonary)  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  150, 
142,  169,  186,  162,  173,  and  190  in  the  years  from  1940  onwards. 

Mortalitg. — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during 
1947  was  61,  or  one  death  in  every  foui'tee)!,  giving  a death-rate  from 
this  cause  of  0'92  per  1,000  of  the  ])opnlation,  as  (‘()m])ared  with  1.20  in 
1946,  I'Ol  in  1945,  and  1‘14  in  19-14;  it  was  1’20  for  the  ten  years 
ended  1945. 
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Period. 

Bootle 

England  & Wales. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Hate  per  1,000. 

Kate  per  1,000. 

1891-1900 

1106 

2-17 

201 

1901-1910  so 

1127 

1-76 

1-65 

1911-1920 

1370 

1-82 

1-42 

1921-1925 

652 

1-70 

108 

1926-1930 

572 

1-49 

0-94 

1931-1935 

537 

1-39 

0-81 

1936-1940 

411 

112 

0-67 

1941 

85 

1-62 

0-73 

1942 

63 

•1-37 

065 

1943 

64 

1-28 

0-67 

1944 

64 

1-14 

0-63 

1945 

59 

roi 

0-62 

1940 

77 

1-20 

0-55 

1947 

61 

0-92 

1 

Dispensary  Register. — A register  is  maintained  of  all  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis receiving  public  medical  treatment.  On  31st  December  1947  the 
number  of  definite  cases  on  the  register  -was  491,  as  against  448  on 
1st  January  1947. 


. PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence. — One  hundred  arid  twenty-three  new  cases  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  wei’e  notified  during  1947,  a decrease  of  thirty- 
eight  over  the  previous  year ; the  number  includes  17  cases  not  formally 
notified.  The  numbers  notified  in  the  five  preceding  years  were  133, 
157,  135,  142  and  161  respectively.  In  the  case  of  three  the  first 
intimation  was  obtained  from  the  death  returns,  while  in  ten  other 
cases  notification  was  made  at  intervals  of  less  than  three  months  before 
death.  The  non-notified  deaths,  therefore,  numbered  5.5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  of  54  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Mortality. — During  the  year  54  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  0’81  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  1'04  in  1946,  and  0 87  in  11)45.  There 
were  29  deaths  among  males  and  25  among  females. 
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(Jlie-st  Clinic. — During  the  >ear  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  examined 
h48  patients  newly  referred;  272  patients  were  sent  by  private  practi- 
tioners, 9 by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  Medical  Officers, 
12  by  Army  INIedical  Boards,  and  55  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  for 
opinion  iDreliminary  to  notification.  Attention  continued  to  be  paid  to 
securing  the  attendance  for  examination  of  contacts  of  notified  cases, 
and  during  the  year  97  were  so  examined. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  numbered 
3,918,  and  3,084  visits  for  various  other  purpases  were  made  in  addition; 
434  sj^ecimens  of  sputum  were  examined,  giving  a positive  result  in 
54  cases.  The  Tuberculosis  Visitors  made  763  visits  to  homes  of 
tuberculous  patients. 

The  X-ray  plant  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  which  had  been  stored  during 
the  war-time  use  of  the  premises  as  a First-Aid  Post,  was  renovated 
and  replaced  by  February  1947,  and  838  radiographic  examinations 
were  made  with  it  during  the  year;  before  its  re-installation  71  examina- 
tions were  made  at  the  Bootle  General  Hospital. 

Maghull  Sanatorium. — During  the  year  31  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Sanatorium  with  an  average  length  of  stay  of  18(1  days  for  the 
29  cases  discharged  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
10  males  and  10  females  in  the  Sanatorium.  In  addition,  55  other  cases 
were  admitted  to  hospitals  outside  the  Borough. 

MAINTENANCE  ALLOWANCES. 

m 

During  the  year  125  ai^plications  for  maintenance  allowances  under 
Memorandum  266/T.  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  granted,  the  total 
disbursed  amounting  to  £3,380  5s.  lOd.  In  addition  special  payments 
were  made  for  the  provision  of  pocket  money  to  patients  in  sanatoria, 
and  with  these  and  other  allowances  the  total  expenditure  was 
£3,472  Os.  lOd.,  as  compared  with  £3,074  16s.  4d.  in  1946. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  29  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified,  as  compared  with  29  in  1946,  and  31  in  1945,  namely: — 7 bones 
and  joints,  9 glands,  7 meninges,  and  6 other  sites;  and  there  were 
seven  deaths  registered.  The  agreement  with  the  Leasowe  Hospital  for 
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Children  for  the  maintenance  of  bods  for  children  suffering  from  non- 
pulnionary  tuberculosis  remained  in  force,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  nine  cases  were  in  hospital;  four  cases  were  admitted,  five  were  dis- 
charged, and  eight  were  still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  admission  to  general  or  special  hospitals  of  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  for  payment  by  the  Council  of  the 
charges  for  maintenance  and  treatment  in  cases  recommended  or 
approved  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  was  continued;  during  the  year 
twelve  such  patients  were  admitted. 

Public  Health  [Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  liegulations,  1925. — No 
action  was  taken  under  the  above  Kegulations  relating  to  tuberculous 
employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Ac.t._  1936:  Section  172. — No  action  was  taken  under 
tfiis  Section  dealing  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of  tuber- 
losis  to  hospital. 

VII.  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  treatment  and  control  of  Venereal 
])iseases  remains  as  described  in  j^revious  reports,  and  there  was  a 
sustained  national  and  local  publicity  campaign  directed  to  secure  the 
avoidance  of  infection  or  alternatively  the  continuance  of  efficient 
treatment. 

The  Annual  Statistical  Eeport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treat- 
r ment  Centre  shows  639  persons  under  treatment  on  31st  December  1947, 
I as  against  692  on  1st  January  1947,  and  an  increase  in  new  cases,  the 
I figure  being  450  as  contrasted  with  356  in  1946.  The  increased  figure, 
' however,  included  162  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  venereal  disease 
i1  was  not  established,  and  there  was  in  fact  a substantial  decrease  in 
H the  new  cases  of  gonorrhea. 

The  total  attendances  for  treatment  made  at  the  Centre  during  the 
i year  show  a decrease  from  9,579  to  8,262;  the  figure  includes  561 
attendances  made  between  clinic  days  for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 
' at  the  irrigation  centre.  The  average  attendance  at  the  male  clinics 
^ «as  33,  and  at  the  female  clinics  17.  During  1947,  250  cases  were  dis- 
charged  on  completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  as  against  270 
ill  the  previous  year, 
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The  following  table  is  a statement  of  the  nnmber  of  eases  present- 
ing themselves  for  treatment  during  the  last  six  years:  — 


Bootle  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 


1912 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1917 

New  Cases  (total)  ... 

SOT 

379 

421 

433 

356 

450 

New  Cases  (syphilis)  

101 

104 

SO 

84 

94 

92 

New  Cases  (gonorrhoea)  

Total  attendances  (excluding  Irrigation 

115 

113 

117 

206 

249 

186 

Department)  

7071 

9167 

9407 

8847 

8786 

7701 

Irrigation  Department  attendances 

2627 

.3269 

2261 

1713 

793 

561 

In-patient  Days  

No.  discharged  after  completion  of 

132 

176 

178 

106 

140 

104 

observation  and  treatment  ... 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend  after  comple- 
tion of  treatment,  but  before  final 

85 

97 

!98 

212 

270 

250 

tests  as  to  cure  

1 

1 

1 

11 

44 

1.35 

Bootle  residents  accounted  for  35'3  per  cent,  of  the  new  cases  under 
treatment  at  the  Bootle  Hospital  Centre,  the  Authorities  contributing 
the  next  largest  number  of  cases  being  luverpool  with  2()'2  per  cent, 
and  Lancashire  County  Council  with  19'8  per  cent. 

'•  Advantage  has  continued  to  be  taken  of  intimations  of  suspected 
sources  of  infection  to  endeavour  to  bring  the  infecting  agent  under 
treatment,  and  in  addition  the  clinic  staff  engaged  on  this  duty  have 
improved  the  “follow  up  “ practice  by  visiting  persistent  defaulters 
from  treatment  to  j'jersuade  tlieni  to  receive  attention  ; during  1947, 
189  such  visits  were  paid  to  188  defaulters,  and  resumption  of  attend- 
ance was  secured  in  121  of  these  cases. 

Under  Defence  Regulation  33B  calling  for  notification  of  “con- 
tacts ’’  of  cases  of  venereal  disease  one  Foiin  T.  was  received;  the  contact 
was  found  and  attended  for  examination. 

VIII.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  PORT-N  \TAL  SERVICES. 

Home  VifiiUng  of  Exjierhinl  Mollierfi. — Huch  can  be  done  to 
promote  normal  childbirth  by  r-areful  instruction  as  to  general  and 
personal  hygiene  and  as  lo  the  need  for  suitable  food,  open  air,  exercise 
and  rest,  adequate  sleeju  and  pioperly  devised  clothing.  The  Health 
Visitors  paid  770  home,  visits  and  the  Municipal  Midwives  paid  2,786 
home  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Five  Ante-Natal  Consultations  were  held  each 
week  until  February,  when  the  increasing  attendances  made  it  neces- 
sary to  establish  a sixth  session.  JJuring  the  year  1,645  new  cases 
attended,  corresponding  to  per  cent,  of  the  total  registered  births; 
in  addition,  399  cases  carried  over  from  the  preceding  year  continued 
under  supervision,  and  a total  of  7,364  attendances  was  made,  with  an 
average  of  25  persons  per  consultation.  Further,  it  should  be  noted 
that  patients  intending  to  enter  W'aiton  Hospital  for  confinement 
usually  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  at  that  Institution. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Nj-pectant  and  Nar.'iing  Mothers. — At  the  end 
of  the  year  three  half-days  weekly  were  being  devoted  to  the  dental 
treatment  of  expectant  and  mu'sing  mothers  and  the  treatment  given 
during  the  year  has  been  in  the  nature  of  extractions  and  the  supply  of 
artificial  dentures. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  was  262,  as  com- 
pared with  198  in  1946,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  dentures  supplied 
was  £125,  of  which  the  patients’  contributions  were  assessed  at 
£89  10s.  9d. 

MATEENAL  WELFAKE. 

The  Eules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  require  medical  help 
to  be  sought  by  the  midwife  in  all  cases  of  illness  of  the  patient,  or  the 
child,  or  of  any  abnormality  occurring  during  pregnancy,  labour,  or 
lying-in,  and  231  records  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  received. 

The  Local  Sui^ervising  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  payment 
of  fees  to  doctors  called  in  by  nudwives,  and  in  1947  146  accounts, 
totalling  £264  10s.  6d.,  in  respect  of  cases  where  the  doctor  himself  was 
unable  to  recover  the  tee,  were  sent  in,  as  compared  with  120  accounts, 
totalling  £188  9s.  Od.  in  1946.  Of  this  sum,  the  contributions  to  be 
recovered  from  the  patients  were  assessed  at  £154. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme. — The  Council’s  Milk  Assistance  Scheme, 
under  which  dried  milk  is  granted  to  expectant  mothers  and  infants, 
was  continued  in  full  until  21st  August  1940,  on  which  date  the  scheme 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  issuing  National  Dried  ]\Iilk  began  to  operate, 
with  the  result  that  there  was  a lessened  need  for  the  Council’s  Scheme; 
arrangements  were  however  continued  for  the  distribution  of  National 
Drierl  iilill,  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  of  the 
Local  Authority  as  was  the  practice  under  the  Council’s  Scheme. 
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to  t^e  value  of  ^>2,5(38  38.  Id.  aud  Maitoji’;e,  Virol,  Virola.c 
aiul  Ejuulsiou  to  the  value  oi;  £440  6s.  lid.,  leaking  a total  cost  OL 
£2,078  10s.  Od.,  was  sold  or  issued  free  under  the  Coui^cil’s  Scheme, 
and  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme  38,356  packets  (20  ounce  sjze) 
were  sold,  and  1,736  packets  were  issued  free  on  an  income  scale  basis. 

histitutional  Provisioji  for  Maternity  Cases. — Lasjt  year  633  patiepts 
were  delivered  in  Walton  Hospital  at  the  cost  of  tlie  Public  Assistance 
Committee,  245'  in  the  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  and  in  addition 
164  patients  were  delivered  in  voluntary  hospitals.  The  total  of  1,042 
represthits  51  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  56  per  cent,  during  1946. 

Maternity  Home. — The  Municipal  Maternity  Home  of  eight  beds 
plus  two  separation  beds  was  re-opened  on  July  25th  1045,  and  253 
cases  were  adnntted  during  the  year ; 224  were  delivered  by  mid.wives 
and  21  by  doctors.  There  were  four  still-bn-ths,  one  infant  suffering 
congenital  hare  lip  aud  cleft-palate  died;  tliere  \vas  no  maternal  death. 
Medical  assistance  was  sought  in  73  instances.  There  were  no  notified 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  the  Home 
was  12’35  days. 

Nursing  Hopies. — Three  Nursing  Homes  of  11  beds  (7  maternity), 
7 beds  (3  maternity)  and  3 beds  (maternity)  respectively  were  on  the 
Piegister  throughout  the  year. 

Puerperal  Morbidity  and  Mortality. — There  was  no  death  from 
puerperal  fever  or  other  puerperal  cause. 

MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  staff  of  ten  midwives  during  the  year  attended  817  patients, 
delivering  752  as  midwives  and  assisting  iu  65  other  instances  as 
maternity  nurses.  Midwives  book  their  own  patients  and  are  respons- 
ible for  their  ante-natal  care  from  that  date. 

ft  will  be  seen  that  including  matoiiity  cases  delivered  in  Walton 
Hospital  and  the  Maternity  Home,  the  municipality  wms  responsible 
during  19J7  for  the  conduct  of  82  per  cenl.  of  the  maternity  work  of 
the  Eorough. 
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CHILD  W]ELFAJIE. 

}\utificatiun.  uf  Births. — The  number  of  births  notihed  undei 
Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1930,  as  adjusted  by  transferred 
nolitieations  totalled  2,000  live  births  and  42  still  births. 

Births  Registered. — The  number  of  live  births  allocated  to  the 
district,  i.c.,  registrations  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was 
2,022.  Of  the  number  registered  108  were  illegitimate. 

The  numbed’  of  still  births  registered  was  63,  as  against  54  for 

1946. 

1 ' 

Infant  Deaths. — There  were  185  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
twelve  months,  which  total  expressed  as  a rate  of  1,000  births  gives  an 
inlant  mortality  rate  of  91'5,  comjjared  with  75  during  1940;  there  were 
103  deaths  of  infant  males  and  82  of  infant  females. 

The  trend  of  infant  mortality  in  recent  years  is  set  out  in  the 
following  tablci:  — 


Years  • " 

BOOTLE 

Bngland  and  Wales  1 
- - 

1901-05  

166 

138 

1906-10  

180 

117 

1911-15  ... 

133 

110 

i 1916-20  

103 

91 

1 1921-25  

91 

76 

1926-30  

80 

68 

i 1931-35  

87 

62 

! 193,6-40  

74 

55 

, 1941  

108 

60 

1942  

72 

49 

1943  

7,6 

49 

1944  

61 

46 

i 1945  

69 

46 

1 1946  

75 

43 

i 1947  

91-5 

41  ' 

Mortality  was  highest  during  the  last  quarter,  with  51  deaths 
registered  as  against  37  in  the  last  quarter  of  1946. 


The  most  important  of  the  causes  of  death  were: — diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  56,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  39,  premature  birth  29,  congenital 
mfdformations  12,  atelectasis  6,  and  atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus  5. 


The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  among  legitimate  infants  wes  91  and 
among  illegitimate  infants  it  was  111. 

An  analysis  of  infant. deaths  shows  that  enteritis  regrettably  regained 
the  i)re-eminence  which  it  formerly  enjoyed  as  the  princiiral  cause  of 
infant  mortality ; deaths  fi'oui  this  cause  numbered  10  in  the  lirst  four 
weeks  after  birth,  22  in  the  second  and  third  months,  and  24  in  the  age 
l^eriod  four  to  twelve  months.  The  incidence  was  greatest,  as  is  to  be 
expected,  in  the  late  summer,  and  25  of  the  deaths  occurred  between 
1st  July  and  31st  October;  and  it  is  clear  that  increased  vigilance  of 
parents  and  of  their  advisers,  the  health  visitors,  is  still  called  for 
whenever  the  country  is  favoured  with  continued  hot  weather. 

The  respiratory  diseases,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  were  respons- 
ible for  the  second  largest  group  of  infant  deaths,  with  the  expected 
seasonal  excess  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year,  with  11 
and  14  deaths  respectively,  as  compared  with  8 and  6 in  the  last  two 
quarters. 

Nco-lSIatal  Mortality. — Thirty-four  children  died  before  they  were 
a week  old,  and  a total  of  74  of  all  the  deaths  under  one  year  occurred 
in  children  under  the  age  of  one  month,  constituting  a neo-natal  mortality 
I’ate  of  3(>'6  per  1,000  births.  As  noted  above,  prematurity  constituted 
the  third  most  prevalent  cause  of  infant  death  and  this  condition  was 
responsible  for  25  of  the  neomatal  deaths;  allied  conditions  were 
congenital  malformation  and  defects  in  the  respiratory  mechanism  which 
accounted  for  13  other  deaths.  This  field,  difficult  though  it  is  to 
cultivate,  obviously  offers  scope  for  future  exertions. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. — Special  notification  is  made  of  infants 
in  which  the  birth  weight  is  5.^1bs.  or  less,  and  in  such  cases  every  effort 
is  made  to  secure  a separate  bedrooni  for  mother  and  infant  and  to 
provide  special  equipment  including  a draught-proof  cot  with  detach- 
able lining,  warm  suitable  clothing,  hot  water  ’bottles,  .and  s])ecial 
feeding-bottles;  if  any  of  the  latter  requiremenhs  are  not  available  ihev 
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are  provided  on  loan  from  the  Health  Department.  During  the  year 
68  notifications  of  premature  birth  in  Bootle  were  received — 18  from 
births  at  home  and  25  from  births  in  maternity  homes ; no  information 
is  available  as  to  the  number  of  premature  births  to  Bootle  mothers 
confined  in  Walton  Hospital.  There  were  29  deaths  certified  as  due 
to  prematurity,  3 at  own  home,  19  at  Walton  Hospital,  3 at  Alder  Hey 
Hospital.  2 at  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary,  and  2 at  private  nursing  homes. 

On  notification  of  a premature  birth  occurring  at  home,  a medical 
officer  of  the  Department  gets  in  touch  with  the  doctor  in  attendance, 
and  if  necessary  visits  the  home  to  discuss  the  position  with  the  doctor 
and  the  midwife,  and  before  the  midwife  relinquishes  responsibility 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  health  visitor  for  the  district  to  take 
over  early  supervision.  It  will  be  seen  however  from  the  figure  above 
that  in  this  area  the  problem  is  largely  one  for  hospital  staffs. 

Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  1926  to 
1937. — One  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the 
year:  the  vision  was  unimpaired.  There  were  seven  notifications 
in  1946. 

Home  Visitation  of  Infants. — There  are  nine  officers  on  the  Health 
visiting  staff,  some  of  whom,  however,  are  also  engaged  in  the  school 
medical  and  tuberculosis  services;  the  establishment  is,  therefore, 
equivalent  to  se^en  visitors  giving  their  whole  tune  to  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  duties  in  Bootle.  The  staff  paid  16.341  home  visits  in  all. 
including  8.758  visits  to  infants  under  one  \ eav,  ,m  avei'nge  of  4'3  visits 
to  each  infant. 

Supervision  of  Young  Children  by  Health  T'/.s//or.s. — During  the 
5'ear  the  Health  Visitors  paid  6,706  home  visits  to  children  from  one 
to  five  years. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. — Four  infant  clinic  sessions  were  conducted 
weekly  until  December,  when  increasing  attendances  made  it  necessary 
to  establish  a fifth  session. 

The  following  tabular  statement  gives  the  number  of  new  infants 
presented  for  examination  and  advice,  and  the  total  yearly  and  average 
attendances  at  each  Clinic:  — 

\ 
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New  Giises. 

Attendances. 

Unde  I' 

One  to 

Under 

One  to 

No. 

Avei  :ige 
ultend- 
ance  at 
clinic. 

one 

yeai 

five 
yen  rs. 

Total. 

one 

year. 

fiT«- 

yWB. 

Total. 

of 

Sessions 

HMifh'  CentN — 

Monday  afternoon  .. 

341 

49 

390 

2930 

i-lO 

3370 

49 

68  7 

Wednesday  afternoon 

32 

393 

2866 

523 

3389 

52 

65-2 

'rhursday  afternoon  . 

SohcQl  Medical  Offices — 

217 

28 

245 

2459 

218 

2672 

51 

52  4 

Tuesday  afternoon  .. 

494 

41 

5H5 

3766 

857 

4123 

62 

79-3 

Thursday  afternoon . . 
(from  ■1/12/47) 

8 

— 

3 

10 

2 

12 

2 

6 0 

Totals 

I41G 

150 

15(36 

1202 

1535 

13566 

206 

65‘8 

Supply  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices. — The  scheme  of  the 
Ministi’y  of  Food  for  distribution  of  fruit  juices  and  cod  liver  oil  to 
mothers  and  young  children  was  continued  during  the  year,  and  this 
valuable  supplement  to  the  vitamin,  content  of  their  diet  is  now  avail- 
able, free  or  on  payment,  to  all  expectant  mothers  and  to  children  up 
to  the  age  of  five  years. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  the  total  issues  made  to  infants 
and  expectant  mothei's'  through  the  Council’s  clinics  and  to  Nursery 
Classes : — 


Free. 

Sold. 

Totals. 

Cod  Tiiver  Oil  ... 

...  14487  ... 

2 .. 

. 14480 

Orange  Juice 

.:.  3112  ... 

40804  .. 

. 43916 

Tablets  (C.Fj.O.) 

...  3188  ... 

— .. 

. 3ia8 

Residential  Nursery,  Formby 

. — This  Residential 

Nursery, 

which 

was  opened  on  oth  December,  194.5,  for  the  reception  of  twenty-two 
infants,  has  continued  its  valuable  contribution  to  the  maternity  and 
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child  welfare  scheme  in  that  it  has  accommodated  the  infants  of  mothers 
who  are  in  hospital  or  maternity  home  as  well  as  the  infants  of  mothers 
whose  economic  status  makes  it  necessary  for  the  child  to  be  temporarily 
cared  for  away  from  home. 

During  the  year  71  children  were  admitted,  72  were  discharged  and 
17  were  in  residence  on  31st  December  1947.  The  admissions  included 
*27  children  below  the  age  of  two  year's,  and  44  children  between  the  ages 
of  two  and  five  years,  and  of  those  discharged  during  the  year  35  had 
a stay  not  exceeding  five  weeks,  18  remained  for  5 — 10  weeks,  3 for 
10 — 15  weeks,  9 made  stays  up  to  30  weeks,  and  7 remained  for 
longer  periods. 

Of  the  admission  during  the  year  46  were  in  respect  of  the  mother’s 
confinement,  10  in  respect  of  the  mother’s  illness,  5 on  account  of  the 
. necessity  for  the  unmarried  mother  to  take  outside  work,  and  10  because 
of  other  social  or  economic  difficulties. 

I The  only  incident  of  medical  interest  during  the  year  was  an  out- 
) break  of  mumps  commencing  on  ICth  May  introduced  by  a recent 
i admission  at  a time  when  mumps  was  prevalent  in  the  district. 

The  Nursery  is  a training  centre  for  the  Certificate  of  the  National 
, if  Nursery  Examination  Board,  and  seven  nursery  students  are  engaged 
ton  the  two  years’  course  of  training:  one  student  entered  for  and 
iJI  obtained  the  certificate  during  the  year. 

fj  Lithedand  Day  Nursery. — During  the  year  twelve  Bootle  children 
rrfwere  accommodated  at  the  Lancashire  County  Council’s  Day  Nursery 
1.  I at  Litherland  at  the  cost  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub- 
o<  Committee.  The  mothers’  need  for  employment  was  the  deciding 
4.;  factor  for  acceptance ; in  four  cases  the  children  were  of  parents  who 
rtiwere  living  apart,  in  six  instances  the  children  were  of  unmarried 
H!  women,  in  one  case  the  mother  was  a widow,  and  in  the  remaining 
y case  the  child  as  an  orphan  in  the  care  of  its  widowed  grandmother  in 
0!  regular  work. 

On  19th  November  intimation  was  received  from  the  Lancashire 
ir  County  Council  that,  owing  to  the  large  waiting  list  of  children  resident 
1 in  Litherland  for  whom  Nursery  accommodation  was  desired,  it  would 
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not  be  possible  to  admit  any  more  children  from  the  Bootle  area,  and 
it  was  requested  that  the  four  children  then  in  attendance  be  withdrawn 
by  31st  December.  Three  of  the  children  were  accordingly  withdrawn, 
the  County  Council  agreeing  to  the  continued  attendance  of  the  remaifi- 
ing  child  as  a special  case. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — By  agreement  the  services  of  the  Bootle 
District  Nurses’  Association  are  available  for  the  nursing  in  their  own 
homes  of  patients  suffering  from  puerperal  fever,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  pneumonia,  and 
poliomyelitis.  During  the  year  2,824  visits  were  paid  to  236  cases. 

Convalescent  Home  Provision. — The  usual  provision  was  made  in 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee’s  estimates  for  grants 
towards  the  cost  of  treatment  in  convalescent  homes  for  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years.  During  the  year,  14  children  under  five  years  of 
age  and  159  children  over  that  age  received  convalescent  treatment. 

Child  Life  Protection. — The  powers  in  respect  of  the  reception  of 
children  under  the  age  of  nine  years  for  reward  conferred  on  the  Council 
by  the  Public  Health  x\ct,  1936,  are  administered  through  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  supervised  the  general  health  and  well-being  of  seven  such 
children  who  were  on  the  register  on  31st  December  1947. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. — The  numbers  of  illegitimate  births 
registered  in  the  Borough  in  the  years  from  1940  onwards  have  been  as 
follows: — 47,  51,  69,  80,  120,  119  and  105;  and  during  the  year  1947 
there  were  108. 

Special  arrangements  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  have  been 
operating  for  four  years.  They  provide  for  one  of  the  Health  Visitors 
accepting  responsibility  for  taking  all  possible  and  necessary  action  to 
help  the  unmarried  mother  and  to  safeguard  the  illegitimate  child. 

Some  27  cases  were  referred  from  ante-natal  clinics,  15  from 
Walton  Hospital,  and  others,  making  68  in  all,  from  welfare  agencies 
or  on  their  own  application  before  the  birth  of  tlie  infants.  With  these 
and  33  other  cases  coming  to  notice  afterbirth,  101  cases  were  supervised 
during  the  year  by  means  of  1,9.50  home  visits  plus  130  private  inter- 
views and  15  visits  to  institutions,  homes  or  nurseries.  Five  of  the 


uuluarried  mothers  were  admitted  to  Homes  of  the  Moral  Welfare 
Agencies  at  the  cost  of  the  Corporation.  The  final  disposition  of  the 
infants  was  retention  by  the  mother  in  75  instances,  legal  adoption  in 
4,  by  care  in  institutions  7,  or  by  removal  or  death  in  the  remainder. 

Adoption  of  Children. — Twelve  persons  gave  notice  of  intention  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  adoption  of  a child  during  the  year  under 
Section  7 of  the  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939,  and  three 
children  were  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  cases 
received  the  necessary  care  and  attention  by  the  Health  Visiting  staff 
who  paid  72  visits : and  the  department  co-operates  fully  with  Adoption 
Societies  and  the  Liverpool  Welfare  Organisations. 

The  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association. — This  Association  has 
continued  to  send  workers  to  Bootle  on  five  morning  each  week  to 
facilitate  the  arrangements  for  dealing  with  recommendations  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Council  or  private  doctors  for  the  provision  of 
surgical  appliances,  clothing,  fireguards,  cod  liver  oil,  extra  nourish- 
ment, or  convalescent  home  treatment,  to  infants  and  school  children. 

During  the  year  the  Association  dealt  with  207  new  cases  (47  under 
5 years  and  160  over  5 years);  173  children  were  sent  to  Convalescent 
Homes,  with  an  average  stay  for  14  children  under  five  of  47'9  days 
and  for  159  over  five  years  of  32T  days;  in  addition  9 babies  were 
admitted  to  the  Royal  Liverpool  Babies’  Hospital,  Woolton,  with  an 
average  stay  of  15'5  days. 

The  staff  paid  1,985  visits  and  the  interviews  totalled  1,145. 

Domestic  and  Home  Helpers. — This  service  was  established  early 
in  1946  to  provide  domestic  assistance  to  maternity  cases  and  to  persons 
sick  or  infirm  (whether  through  old  age  or  otherwise)  who  are  unable 
to  obtain  such  help,  and  a staff  of  three  full-time  and  four  part-time 
workers  is  now  employed. 

During  the  year  32  persons  were  assisted  by  home  helpers 
fmaternity  cases)  and  22  cases  were  assisted  by  domestic  helpers 
(general  sickness),  and  4,342  hours  and  5,054  hours  respectively  were 
worked  bv  the  staff  in  these  cases. 
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IX.  HOUSING. 

Estimate  of  Housing  Needs. — The  Annual  Beport  for  1942  gave 
details  under  several  headings  showing  that  a responsible  estimate  of 
present  housing  needs  approximated  to  3,000  houses,  with  an  ultimate 
requirement,  which  would  be  determined  later  by  the  nature  and  extent 
of  re-planning,  of  the  order  of  7,000.  At  31st  December  1947  the 
number  of  unsatisfied  applications  for  Corporation  tenancies  which  had 
been  received  was  4,570',  excluding  applications  which  are  on  the  Ee- 
housing  Department’s  waiting  list.  Of  these  applications  3,367  were 
from  non-householders  and  1,203  were  from  householders.  In  1,165 
cases  applications  were  from  families  or  persons  living  in  one  room  and 
1,203  from  families  or  persons  living  in  two  rooms.' 

The  overall  position  represents  a worsening  during  the  year  in  that 
the  waiting  list  now  contains  646  more  names  than  at  the  end  of  1946. 

An  allocation  of  850  of  the  various  types  of  prefabricated  temporary 
houses  was  made  to  the  Council,  and  76  were  erected  and  handed  over 
by  the  Ministry  of  Works  during  1945,  451  during  1946,  78  during 
1947,  and  by  the  end  of  April  1948  further  206  had  been  erected  and 
handed  over.  The  remaining  39  are  in  course  of  erection  on  agreed 
sites. 

As  to  permanent  houses  built  by  the  Corporation  during  1947,  70' 
houses  replacing  war-destroyed  houses  were  erected  and  handed  over, 
plus  8 bungalows  and  6 A. 3 type,  and  by  the  end  of  April  1948  further 
6 A. 3 type  houses  had  been  completed;  the  re-building  of  the  war- 
damaged  Corporation  houses  has  now  been  completed.  Further 
schemes  are  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  234  new  dwellings  on  various 
sites  in  and  outside  the  Borough,  and  schemes  are  in  preparation  for 
the  erection  of  4,000/5,000  houses  in  Neighbourhood  Sites  Nos.  5,  6, 
and  7 (part)  and  15  (part),  which  are  situated  in  West  Lancashire  E,ural 
District,  except  for  parts  of  Units  Nos.  5,  6 and  7,  which  are  situated 
within  the  Borough. 

By  private  owners,  some  59  houses  were  completed  during  1947, 
and  further  2 were  completed  by  the  end  of  April  1948.  In  addition, 
schemes  are  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  7 houses  dcstrovoil  by  enemy 
action. 
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Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1944:  War  Damaged  Areas.r— 
Preliminary  work  of  inspection  and  survey  was  undertaken,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Borough  Engineer,  of  certain  areas  of  the  town  where 
war  damage  had  been  so  extensive  that,  to  achieve  a satisfactory 
result,  the  lands  should  be  laid  out  afresh  and  developed  as  a whole. 
Such  preliminary  inspection  was  completed  in  respect  of  an  area  of 
130  acres  (with  167  dwelling-houses)  lying  west  of  Eimrose  Eoad  and 
Derby  Eoad,  and  of  an  area  of  101  acres  (with  951  dwelling-houses) 
lying  between  this  area  and  the  Liverpool/ Southport  railway  line  with 
the  Bootle  Goods  Branch  Eailway  cutting  as  its  northern  boundary. 
When  reconstruction  work  again  becomes  possible  it  is  intended  to 
re-develop  these  areas  as  the  first  stage  of  re-development  of  the  whole 
of  the  war-damaged  and  obsolescent  areas  in  the  Borough. 


X.'  BLIND  WELFARE. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  are 
( administered  in  accordance  with  a revised  scheme  and  regulations  which 
)'  received  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  in  April  1934. 

Registration. — During  the  year  the  Council’s  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
M held  four  clinics  and  examined  18  cases ; in  addition  2 cases  were 
% examined  in  outside  institutions.  From  this  total  of  20  examinations 
i;  12  cases  were  added  to  the  register  of  blind  persons ; and  there  were 
li  also  4 transfer  cases  added.  Eighteen  names  were  removed,  12  owing 
to  death,  and  6 to  removal  outside  the  Borough,  leaving  a total  on 
'!  the  register  at  the  end  of  1947  of  140  persons  as  compared  with  141  last 
i‘.  year.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  these  were  resident  in  the 
0 Borough,  two  were  in  special  Eesidential  Schools,  and  thirteen  were 
in  other  institutions. 

Residential  Hostel. — The  residential  hostel,  accommodating  22 
e residents,  which  was  opened  in  August  1946,  continued  to  be  a valuable 
t element  in  the  welfare  scheme  of  the  Council,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
8'  year  twelve  persons  were  accommodated.  The  number  had  been  reduced 
by  death  from  the  original  seventeen,  and  in  March  1948  the  Council 
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approved  a suggestion  that  some  places  be  made  available  for  sighted 
elderly  persons  who  were  already  the  liability  of  the  Council  or  who 
would  become  so  after  the  passing  of  the  National  Assistance  Bill. 

Employment  and  Instruction. — The  registered  blind  are  assisted 
and  supervised  by  two  Home  Teachers  giving  the  whole  of  their  time 
to  this  work;  during  the  year  the  Home  Teachers  paid  4,287  visits, 
gave  83  lessons  at  home,  and  disbursed  the  weekly  money  payments 
to  necessitous  cases. 

During  the  year  efforts  were  continued  in  conjunction  with  the 
local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  to  obtain 
employment  in  open  industry  for  selected  blind  persons.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  eight  were  so  employed  as  a result  of  these  and  other 
efforts. 

The  Council  was  on  December  3lst  1947  assisting  87  unemploy- 
able blind  with  money  grants  at  a total  weekly  cost  of  £137  16s.  8d., 
the  amount  of  relief  being  given  varying  from  10/7  and  6/8  to  53/7 
and  48/-  weekly  (excluding  sighted  dependants  allowance),  for  males 
and  females  respectively,  with  the  maximum  being  paid  in  six  Cases 
(5  males  and  one  female).  Tn  addition,  eleven  persons  (10  males  and 
one  female)  are  employed  at  the  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 

During  the  year  nine  applications  for  certification  of  blindness 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  Wireless  Telegraphy  (Blind  Persons 
Facilities)  Act,  1926,  were  granted. 

Domiciliary  Medical  Attendance. — In  May  1937  the  Council  insti- 
tuted a Domiciliary  Medical  Service  for  the  (non-insured)  registered 
blind  by  arrangement  with  local  medical  practitioners  who  agreed  to 
enter  their  names  on  a panel  and  to  provide  medical  attendance  for  a 
capitation  fee  of  the  same'  amount  as  that  obtaining  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Acts;  necessary  prescriptions  are  dispensed  by  a 
similar  panel  of  private  chemists.  The  scheme  was  extended  in  July 
1946  to  include  dependants  of  blind  persons  not  covered  by  National 
Health  Insurance,  at  a capitation  fee  of  15/-.  The  scheme  works 
smoothly  and  satisfactorily,  and  the  cost  to  the  Council  for  the  financial 
year  1947-48  was  approximately  £70  for  the  blind  persons  and 
dependants  entitled  to  benefit;  after  5th  July  1948  this  service  will  be 
provided  under  the  National' Health  Service  Act, 
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Provisum  of  Wireless  Inst  (illations. — Since  October  1942  wireless 
installations  have  been  provided  for  all  blind  persons  in  the  Borough 
either  through  the  local  relay  service  or  by  battery  sets.  The  service 
has  been  much  appreciated  and  the  cost  to  the  Council  for  1948-49 
is  estimated  to  be  £140.’ 


XI.  CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  care  of  the 
aged  and  were  so  fortunate  as  to  enlist  the  co-operation  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Science,  tJniversity  of  Liverpool,  in  conducting  a survey 
of  the  conditions  under  which  elderly  persons  were  living  in  the 
Borough,  in  order  to  assess  the  need  for  communal  care  and  attention. 
The  purpose  of  the  enquiry  was  to  gain  information  which  would  be  helpful 
alike  in  the  formation  of  a,  basis  for  social  policy  and  for  administrative 
action,  and  the  enquiry  was  so  designed  that  part  of  it  may  be  repeated 

Iif  necessary  in  later  years  in  order  to  measure  the  progress  made  in 
the  solution  of  the  problems  studied.  • 

The  investigation,  which  was  commenced  on  8th  July,  was  based 
3 on  information  obtained  from  a random  sample  of  500  elderly  people, 
1 and  the  subjects  of  the  enquiry  were  directed  to  the  usual  points  claim- 

Iing  attention  in  a social  survey.  The  process  of  analysing  and  classify- 
ing the  data  has  been  actively  proceeded  with  and  it  is  expected  that  a 
report  will  shortly  be  published. 

ij  In  association  with  this  survey  the  Council  decided  to  take 
pi  immediate  practical  steps  to  alleviate  conditions  and  established  in 
i.  August  a service  for  the  delivery,  twice  weekly,  of  hot  meals  in  the 
p homes  of  elderly  persons  who  were  unable  to  take  advantage  of  Civic 
p'  Bestaurants  and  had  difficulty  in  the  preparation  of  their  meals  at  home, 
ip  Transport  was  provided  by  the  Health  Committee,  which  was  indebted 
p to  a rota  of  voluntary  helpers  recruited  by  the  Bersojial  Service  Society 
1 for  the  service  of  the  meals  to  the  recipients.  The  dinners  were  provided 
K by  the  Civic  Bestaurants  at  cost  price,  and  some  20  to  25  individuals 
'I  have  regularly  profited  by  the  schone  since  its  establishment. 
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APPENDIX  1. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947. 
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1 

... 

i 

... 

Whoopintt  Cougli  ..  ...  

4 

3 

1 

... 

. . • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  
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Hrysipelas 
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Cerebro-spinal  Fever  
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Poliomyelitis 

. . 

Broncho-pneumonia  
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9 

Venereal  Diseases.. 
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1 

• • 

Cereb  al  Hsemorrhage  

' 38 

, 

, 

11 

27 

9 

Arterio-Solerosis  ...  
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3 

3 

Senile  Decay  

15 

, , 

16 

2 

Tetanus  ...  

. , 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane 

1 

1 

Aneurism 

, . 

Locomotor  Ataxy 

INFANT  MbRtAL11?2. 

1947.  Nett,  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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APPENDIX  3. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Proposals  of  the  Council  as  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

PROPOSALS  UNDER  SECTION  22  (CAKE  OF  MOTHERS  AND 

YOUNG  CHILDREN). 

A. — General  Arrangements. 

1.  Administration. — The  service  will  be  under  the  administrative 
control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  of  the  Authority’s  Health  Com- 
mittee. The  medical  staff  will  comprise  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  two  xlssistant  Medical  Officers 
of  Healtl  , all  giving  a proportion  of  their  time  to  this  service. 

2.  Joint  Arrangements  with  other  Local  Health  Authorities. — 
Present  agreement  with  Lancashire  County  Council  for  admission  of 
certain  children  to  Litherland  Day  Nursery  will  be  continued. 

3.  Arrangements  with  Vohintary  Organisations . — Present  arrange- 
ments with  the  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association  will  be  continued, 
i.e.,  a worker  from  the  Association  will  attend  at  one  of  the  clinics  at 
specified  times  to  facilitate  arrangemei^ts  for  dealing  with  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Authority’s  medical  officers,  or  of  general  practitioners  for 
the  provision  of  surgical  appliances,  clothing,  fireguards,  extra  nourish- 
ment, and  convalescent  home  treatment. 

Present  arrangements  with  the  National  Society  for  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the  Liverpool  Catholic  Children’s  Protection 
Society,  the  Salvation  Army  and  the  Liverpool  Diocesan  Board  of  Moi'al 
Welfare  will  be  continued. 

4.  Liaisor,  with  other  Bodies. — It  is  proposed,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  to  secure  proper  co-ordination  between 
the  Council’s  arrangements  for  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children 
with  the  hospital  and  specialist  services.  In  particular,  patients  them- 
selves desiring,  or  considered  by  the  clinic  medical  staff  to  require  hospi- 
talisaiion  will  he  referi'ed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boiuxl.  The  Regional 
Hospital  Board  will  he  I'oquested  to  furnish  the  .Vuthoritv  with  a weekly 
list  of  admissions  and  discharges  of  residents  in  the  Authoiaty’s  area. 
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It  is  proposed  before  the  appointed  day  to  ascertain  from  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  which  of  the  present  specialist  facilities  at 
clinics  will  be  taken  over  and  provided  by  the  Board  from  the  appointed 
day.  The  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  provide  such  ot  these 
facilities  as  are  not  taken  over  by  the  Board  and  to  provide  such 
additional  similar  facilities  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

Present  arrangements  will  be  continued  whereby  the  part-time 
services  of  a specialist  obstetrician  are  available  once  weekly  at  one  of 
the  ante-natal  clinics,  and  on  call  for  emergencies  in  the  home  of 
patients,  and  arrangements  will  be  made,  if  possible,  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  whereby  this  specialist  obstetrician  shall  be  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Board,  having  control  of  beds  to  which  cases  referred  for 
hospital  treatment  will  be  admitted. 

1 

I B. — Particular  Arrangements. 

1.  Clinics. — Clinics  and  sessions  to  be  operated  weekly  by  the 
Authority  as  follows:  — 

(a)  Number  of  ante-natal  clinics — two;  ante-natal  sessions — six. 

(b)  Number  of  post-natal  clinics — one;  post-natal  sessions — one. 

(c)  Number  of  infant  welfare  centres — two;  infant  welfare  sessions — 

* five. 

‘ 2.  Care  of  Premature  Infants. — It  is  proposed  in  conjunction  with 

the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  where  necessary,  to  make  special  arrange- 
I ments  for  the  care  of  premature  infants. 

On  receipt  of  notification  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(woman)  will  get  into  touch  with  the  doctor  in  attendance  and  if 
! necessary  will  visit  the  home  to  discuss  the  position  with  the  doctor  and 
I midwife,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  hospital  treatment. 

If  not  admitted  to  hospital,  then  before  the  midwife  relinquishes 
I responsibility  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  health  visitor  to  take 
over  early  supervision.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  provide  for  mother 
I and  child  a separate  bedroom  and  to  provide  special  equipment,  includ- 
I ing  a draught-proof  cot  with  detachal)ie  linings,  warm  suitable  clothing. 
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hot  water  bottles,  and  special  feeding  bottles,  and  if  these  are  not 
available,  they  will  be  provided  on  loan  by  the  Local  Authority  through 
the  Health  Department. 

8.  Dental  ('are. — Every  expectant  mother  on  her  first  visit  to 
an  ante-natal  clinic  and  every  nursing  mother  on  her  first  visit  to  a 
post-natal  or  infant  welfare  clinic  will  be  referred  for  dental  examination 
and  offered  any  necessary  treatment,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
secure  consent  to  continued  supervision  being  given  throughout  the 
period  of  attendance  both  at  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics.. 

The  offer  of  priority  periodical  dental  inspection,  and  if  necessary, 
treatment,  will  be  made  in  respect  of  every  child  in  attendance  at  the 
Authority’s  infant  clinics,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  the 
parents’  consent  to  this  course. 

Earticular  attention  will  be  given  to  conservative  treatment. 

The  number  of  whole-time  dentists  and  dental  attendants  employed 
by  the  Council  for  its  education  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  duties 
will  be  increased  from  two  to  three,  and  the  number  of  sessions  devoted 
weehdy  to  the  dental  care  of  mothers  and  young  children  will  be 
increased  from  three  to  nine 

The  present  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  dentures  by  a private 
firm  will  be  continued. 

4.  Supply  of  Welfare  P'on(h.- — The  scheme  will  be  continued 
whereby  national  di'ied  milks  and  vitamin  supplements  are  distributed 
by  the  staff  of  the  local  Food  Office.  Other  infant  foods,  including 
special  infant  foods  recommended  as  essential  by  the  medical  staff, 
will  be  supplied  in  approved  cases  through  the  Authority’s  clinics. 

5.  Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. — A supply  of  outfits  under  the 
charge  of  the  Superintendent  Midwife  will  be  available  in  all  cases 
attended  by  domiciliary  midwives 

6.  Nursery  Provision:  (a)  Day  Nurseries. — Present  arrangements 
with  Tiancashire  County  Council  wil]  be  continued  for  user  of  Tntherland 
[)ay  Enrsery. 
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(b)  liesidential  Nurseries. — The  present  residential  nursery,  which  is 
I situate  outside  the  Authority’s  area  at  Formby  will  be  maintained  for 
infants  and  young  children  whose  mothers  are  for  any  reason  unable 
to  care  for  them. 

It  is  intended  that  this  nursery  shall  be  provided  in  discharge  of 
the  duty  placed  on  the  County  Borough  Council  by  the  Children  Act. 
1948,  and  that  it  shall  be 'administered  in  the  manner  provided  in  that 
Act  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder. 

I (c)  Other  Forms  of  Provision. — Nil. 

7.  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children. — The  present 
arrangements  will  be  continued,  i.e.,  one  of  the  Authority’s  health 
! visitoi's,  who  has  special  experience,  will  act  as  executive  officer  respons- 
i ible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  all  necessary  and  possible 
t action  to  help  the  unmarried  mother  and  to  safeguard  the  illegitimate 
;i  child.  The  health  visitor  will  receive  early  information  from  inidwives, 
;i  clinics,  hospitals,  maternity  homes  and  social  workers  of  cases  where 
i illegitimate  children  are  to  be,  or  have  been,  born,  will  co-operate  with 
! Moral  Welfare  Associations,  will  help  in  securing  suitable  accommoda- 
tion, in  finding  employment,  in  obtaining  , affiliation  orders,  in  finding 
suitable  foster  mothers,  and  in  giving  advice  as  to  legal  adoption. 

Residential  accommodation  in  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  will  con- 
I tinue  to  be  made  available  by  arrangement  with  voluntary  agencies, 
i i.e.,  Liverpool  Catholic  Children’s  Protection  Society,  the  Salvation 
I Army,  and  the  Liverpool  Diocesan  Board  of  Moral  Welfare. 

Development  Plan. — On  the  appointed  day  the  ai'ea  will  be 
I adequately  provided  for  with  the  exception  of  Day  Nursery  accom- 
modation. 

This  deficiency  will  be  met  by  acquisition  or  construction  of 
! premises  suitable  for  the  reception  of,  say,  25  children,  and  the  Authority 
' will  take  steps  to  this  end  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  experience  shows  that  increasing  births  - or  other  conditions 
: necessitate  an  extension  of  the  service  or  increase  of  staff,  snch  exten- 
t sions  or  increases  will  be  provided  and.  in  particular,  early  attention 
I will  be  given  to  the  desirabilitj'  of  increasing  the  number  of  child  welfare 
i sessions  held. 


PROPOSALS  UNDER  SECTION  23  (MIDWIVES  SERVICE). 

Oeneral  Administrative  Arraiiyements. — The  Authority  will 
employ,  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  one 
Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  to  co-ordinate  the  Midwifery,  Health 
Visiting,  and  Home  Nursing  Services,  and  one  Superintendent  Midwife 
plus  ten  district  midwives  engaged  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  Rushcliffe  Committee’s  Report,  and  operating  from 
their  places  of  residence  to  allocated  districts  so  far  as  possible ; all  the 
midwives  will  be  employed  full-time  by  the  Authority.  No  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  with  voluntary  organisations  or  other  local  health 
authorities. 

Supervision. — One  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (woman)  will 
act  as  Medical  Supervisor,  with  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  as 
non-medical  supervisor. 

Analgesia. — As  opportunity  permits  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  those  midwives  not  already  qualified  in  the  administration  of 
analgesics  to  receive  the  necessary  training  by  arrangement  with  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  or  otherwise.  Apparatus  will  be  provided  for 
midwives  already  qualified  and  for  other  midwives  as  and  when  they 
qualify. 

Transport. — Owing  to  the  small  area  of  the  Borough  it  is  not 
proposed  at  present  to  provide  transport  for  midwives,  except  that  a 
car,  with  driver,  will  be  available  at  night.  When,  however,  the 
administration  of  analgesia  is  undei'tahen  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  the  transport  by  motor-cars  of  midwives  and  equipment. 

Development  Plan. — It  is  considered  that  the  above  proposals  will 
provide  an  adequate  domiciliary  midwifery  service  on  the  appointed 
day.  In  the  event  of  expansion  of  the  service  being  required,  this  will 
he  undertaken  as  circumstances  permit. 

PROPOSALS  UNDER  SECTION  24  (HEALTH  VISITING).  ! 

General  Administrative  Arrangements. — In  pursuance  of  the  Act  i 
the  scope  of  the  service  will  be  the  visiting  of  persons  in  their  own 
homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children, 
persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  and 
as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  Health 
Visitors  will  continue  to  he  employed  in  the  School  Health  Service, 
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The  Authority  will  employ  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  one  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  twelve  whole- 
time health  visitors,  engaged"  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  Rushcliffe  Committee’s  report,  one  healtli  visitor  will 
be  mainly  engaged  in  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children, 
and  the  remainder  will  be  engaged  in  general  health  visiting  duties  on  a 
district  basis,  including  work  in  connection  with  prevention  of  illness — 
care  and  after-care  (Section  28),  and  in  addition  will  attend  at  ante- 
natal, post-natal  and  infant  clinics.  No  arrangements  are  proposed  with 
voluntary  organisations  or  other  local  health  authorities. 

Transport. — Owing  to  the  small  area  of  the  Borough  and  the  ample 
provision  of  public  transport,  no  provision  will  be  made  for  routine 
transport  of  health  visitors. 

Development  Plan. — It  is  considered  that  the  above  proposals  wOl 
provide  an  adequate  health  visiting  service  on  the  appointed  day.  The 
service  wdll  be  developed  as  circumstances  require  and  permit. 

PROPOSALS  UNDER  SECTION  25  (HOME  NURSING). 

General  Administrative  Arrangements. — The  Authority  will  provide 
a Home  Nursing  Service  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  by  employing  nurses  directly.  The  direct  supervision 
will  be  undei'taken  by  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer:  and  the 
present  staff  of  the  District  Nursing  Association,  all  resident,  of  one 
Matron  (S.R.N.)  and  three  Assistant  Nurses,  will  be  augmented  by  the 
appointment  of  one  additional  Nurse  (S.R.N.)  and  all  will  be  engaged 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  Rushcliffe  Com- 
mittee’s report;  one  or  more  of  the  Assistant  Nurses  will  be  replaced 
by  Nurses  (S.R.N.)  as  opportunity  permits. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  make  any  arrangements  with  other  voluntary 
organisations  or  other  local  authorities. 

Transport. — Owing  to  the  small  area  of  the  Borough  it  is  not 
proposed  to  provide  transport  for  nurses  except  that  a car  with  driver 
will  be  available  at  night-time  in  emergency. 

Development  Plan. — It  is  considered  that  the  proposals  will  require 
extension  in  the  future  to  provide  a total  nursing  staff  equivalent  to 
ten  whole-time  nurses  either  by  increasing  the  w’hole-time  staff  or  by 
employing  part-time  nurses. 
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i’KOPUSALS  UNDER  SECTION  2.5  (VACCINATION  AND 

IMMUNISATION). 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A.  Children  under  Five.-. — ^In  order  to  ensure  that  as  many  infants 
and  young  children  as  possible  are  immunised  facilities  to  be  provided 
at  Child  Welfare  Clhiics  and  at  such  other  centres  as  may  be  necessary; 
and  at  all  such  clinics  or  other  centres  special  sessions  to  be  arranged 
for  the  performance  of  immunisation. 

s 

Arrangements  to  be  made,  also,  for  the  carrying  out  of  immuni- 
sation in  individual  cases  by  general  practitioners  taking  part  in  the 
Authority’s  scheme. 

(a)  A card  register  to  be  prepared  of  all  births  registered  and  of 
all  inward  transfers.  On  reaching  age  of  9 months  a letter  offering 
a specific  clinic  appointment  for  immunisation  to  be  sent  to  parents. 
When  attendance  is  made  for  first  injection  parent  to  be  advised 
verbally  of  the  date  to  attend  with  child  for  second  injection.  If  first 
appointment  is  not  kept  a second  letter  to  be  sent  stating  times  of  all 
clinics  and  inviting  attendance  at  any  time  found  convenient. 

After  failure  to  attend  for  second  injection  a letter  of  appointment 
to  be  sent,  to  be  followed  in  the  event  of  further  failure  after  fourteen 
days  with  another  letter. 

Failures  to  re -attend  after  these  reminders  to  be  reported  to  Health 
Visitors  for  following  up. 

Children  immunised  before  reaching  age  of  2 years  to  be  invited 
by  letter  at  age  of  4 years  9 months  to  attend  at  the  clinic  for  a 
re-inforcing  injection  before  commencing  school  life. 

(b)  Sessional  aiTangements  to  be  made  at  such  clinics  or  other 
centres  as  will  make  these  facilities  as  readily  accessible  as  possible 
to  persons  living  in  any  part  of  the  Authority’s  area:  and  sessions  to 
be  held  with  sufficient  frequency  and  at  such  hours  as  will  ensure  that 
local  requirements  will  be  met  without  delay  or  difficulty  for  those 
wishing  to  take  advantage  of  them. 
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(c)  liuinuuisation  to  be  constantly  encouraged  by  the  Authority’s 
Medical  Officei-s  and  Health  Visitors.  A supply  of  leaflets  to  be 
available  for  distribution  by  Health  Visitors,  and  at  each  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic. 

(d)  The  public  to  be  kept  constantly  informed,  by  appropriate 
means  of  publicity,  of  all  the  facilities  provided  for  free  immunisation, 
including  the  places  and  times  at  which  sessions  are  held. 

(e)  Active  and  sustained  health  education  about  the  need  for 
•immunisation  to  be  maintained  and  use  to  be  made  of  all  available 
means  to  this  end,  including  publicity  material  issued  centrally  by  or 
in  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

B.  Children  of  School  Age. — (a)  Sessional  arrangements  to  be  made 
for  immunisation  to  be  carried  out  at  schools,  and  at  such  other  centres 
i(in  conjunction,  where  approjiriate,  with  arrangements  for  immunising 
children  under  school  age  also)  as  may  be  necessary.  The  same  arrange- 
• ments  as  for  children  under  5 to  apply  to  children  of  school  age  as 
regards  individual  immunisation  by  general  practitioners  taking  part 
! in  the  Authority's  scheme. 

(b)  Sessional  arrangements  to  be  made  at  schools  or  other  centres 
I is  shall  be  adequate  to  meet  local  needs  and  to  cause  as  little  delay 
> is  possible  after  immunisation  has  been  asked  for  by  the  parents. 

(c)  School  teachers  and  persons  engaged  in  the  school  medical 
■i  service,  in  particular,  as  well  as  others  whose  duties  afford  them 
) ippropriate  opportunity,  to  he  expressly  urged  to  encourage  immuni- 
mation. 

) (d)  The  measures  with  regard  to  informing  and  advising  the  public 

1 ibout  immunisation,  as  referred  to  above,  in  the  proposals  concerning 
I jhildren  under  5 to  be  equally  applied  as  regards  children  of  school  age. 

'!  (e)  In  connection  with  the  above  arrangements  for  the  immunisa- 

I ion  of  children  of  school  age  systematic  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
• ‘*^”iinistration  of  reinforcing  injections  as  required. 

C.  Record fi  and  Payment  of  Fees. — Records  in  approved  form, 

; fling  and  sending  out  of  all  appointments  to  be  done  by  the  clerical 
flaff  of  the  Health  Department.  I'he  register  to  be  kept  in  alphabetical 
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order  aud  iu  years  of  birth,  the  cards  also  being  numbered  serially. 

A key  to  the  register  analysed  by  these  numbers  in  months  for  the 
registered  births  to  be  the  basis  of  reference  for  further  procedure. 

Other  authorities  to  be  notified  of  children  living  in  their  area  when 
immunised  in  this  area. 

Medical  officers  and  general  practitioners  taking  part  in  the 
Authority’s  arrangements  to  furnish  particulars  for  record  purposes  in 
such  standard  form  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Ministry.  On  the 
basis  of  receiving  such  particulars  the  Authority  to  pay  fees  to  general 
practitioners  on  such  scales,  according  to  circumstances,  as  are  agreed 
upon  between  the  Ministry  and  the  profession. 

D.  Medical  Arrangements. — As  as  present,  imnjunisation  to  be 
performed  mainly  by  the  Authority’s  medical  officers,  but,  again  as  at 
present,  all  local  practitioners  to  be  offered  participation  in  the  scheme 
by  immunisation  done  privately,  including  free  supplies  of  prophylactic  ; 
material.  The  letter  offering  immunisation  at  9 months  of  age  to  indicate  << 
that  this  may  be  undertaken  by  the  parent’s  own  medical  practitioner  ■ 
if  desired. 

Smallpox. 

(a)  Arrangement  to  be  made  for  the  performance  of  infant 
vaccination  in  individual  cases  by  general  practitioners  taking  part  in 
the  Authority’s  scheme. 

Arrangements  to  be  made  also,  if  necessary,  for  special  sessions 
for  infant  vaccinations  to  be  held  at  child  welfare  clinics  or  other 
centres.  Steps  to  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  advisability  of  infant 
vaccination  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  parents  of  newly-born  children. 

(b)  Sessional  arrangements,  if  found  to  be  required,  to  be  made 
in  the  light  of  local  needs  and  circumstances. 

(c)  Midwives  and  health  visitors  in  particular,  and  all  other  persons 
whose  duties  afford  them  appropriate  opportunity  to  be  expressly  urged 
tn  encourage  infant  vaccination ; and  administrative  arrangements  to 
1)0  made  with  a view  to  relating  the  action  talcen  towards  securing 
vaccination  to  the  registration  of  births. 


(dj  Tlie  public  to  be  kept  constantly  informed  of  the  facilities 
provided  for  free  vaccination. 

(ej  Such  measures  of  health  education  in  the  matter  of  infant 
vaccination  as  may  be  appropriate,  to  be  adopted,  and  regard  to  be  had 
in  this  respect  to  such  advice  as  may  be  given  by  the  Minister. 

B.  Records  and  Payment  of  Fees. — Records  in  approved  form  to 
be  kept  by  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  with  arrange- 
ments for  inward  and  outward  transfers. 

Medical  officers  and  general  practitioners  taking  part  hi  the 
Authority's  arrangements  to  furnish  particulars  for  record  purposes 
in  such  standard  form  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Ministry. 
On  the  basis  of  receiving  such  particulars  the  Authority  to  pay  fees 
to  general  practitioners  on  such  scales,  according  to  circumstances, 
as  are  agreed  upon  between  the  Ministry  and  the  profession. 

C.  Arrangements  in  the  event  of  an  Outbreak  of  Smallpox. — In 
such  an  emergency,  if  necessary,  special  vaccination  sessions  to  be 
organised  at  the  Authority’s  clinics,  staffed  by  the  Authority’s  medical 
officers  and  nurses  who  will  give  priority  to  the  emergency. 

Arrangements  also  to  be  made  for  the  public  to  be  advised  about 
vaccination  (or  re-vaccination)  as  a precaution,  and  to  be  fully  informed 
of  all  the  facilities  available,  including  the  services  of  the  family  doctor. 

All  local  medical  practitioners  to  be  pressed  to  undertake  vaccination 
at  their  surgeries. 

D.  Medical  Arrangements. — An  opportunity  to  be  given  to  every 
practitioner  providing  general  services  in  the  Authority’s  area  under  Part 
IV  of  the  Act  to  provide  services  also  under  their  arrangements  for 
vaccination.  This  opportunity  to  be  given  also  to  general  practitioners 
who  do  not  intend  to  provide  services  under  Part  IV. 


All  necessary  use  to  be  made  of  the  .services  of  the  Authority’s 
own  medical  officers  in  administering  its  aia-angenients  and  in  the 
carrying  out  of  vaccination  at  clinics  or  other  centres. 
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PEOPOSALS  UNDEE  SECTION  27  (AMBULANCE  SEEVIGES). 

1.  Service  Prc^posed  to  Operate  on  the  Appointed  Day. 

A.  Co-ordination  of  Existing  Services. — The  existing  emergency 
accident,  sickness  and  emergency  service  to  be  retained  as  main  cover 
for  all  local  emergency  work  (other  than  infectious  disease)  in  the 
Borough  including  that  part  within  the  Dock  Estate. 

Existing  arrangements  with  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Ambulance 
Service  to  be  continued  to  cover  conveyance  of  general  sick  (including 
mental  cases)  and  all  infectious  diseases. 

The  existing  Tuberculosis  Service  to  be  discontinued ; this  work 
to  be  undertaken  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Ambulance  Service. 

The  work  at  present  undertaken  by  the  Merseyside  Hospitals 
Council  in  so  far  as  it  affects  this  Authority’s  area  to  be  continued  as 
heretofore  as  an  agency  arrangement. 

The  financial  arrangements  shall  be  such  as  are  approved  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

B.  Re-Distribution  and  Augmentation  of  Existing  Resources. — 
The  Authority’s  ambulance  service  to  be  operated  from  the  present 
ambulance  station  using  two  ambulances,  i.e.,  Ambulance  No.  5 trans- 
ferred from  the  Authority’s  discontinued  Tuberculosis  Service  and 
either  Ambulance  No.  2 or  3,  which  ambulances  will,  on  the  appointed 
day,  be  transferred  to  the  Minister.  If  in  light  of  experience  an  additional 
vehicle  is  considered  necessary  immediate  steps  to  be  taken  to  procure 
it.  Eeplacement  to  be  made  as  necessary. 

C.  Consultation  with  other  Local  Health  Authorities. — Proposals 
for  a joint  arrangement  as  between  this  Authority  and  Liverpool 
Corporation  to  be  as  in  A above,  consultations  having  already  taken 
place  between  the  two  Authorities. 

Additionally,  a mutual  aid  agreement  to  be  entered  into  with  the 
I aincashire  (Auiitv  Council  with  respect  to  the  Emergency  Service 
operated  in  the  Borough  of  Crosby  and  at  present  operated  by  that 
Authority,  to  replace  the  mutual  aid  arrangement  already  in  being. 
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D.  Staff. — (i)  As  at  present  (ii)  The  existing  staff  and  adminis- 
trative arrangements  to  be  retained  unchanged,  (iii)  The  Council  will 
make  arrangements  for  securing  that,  as  far  as  possible,  all  ambulance 
drivers  and  attendants  shall  hold  the  first-aid  certificate  of  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Association  or  the  British  Bed  Cross  Society,  or  the 
St.  Andrew  Ambulance  Association  or  such  other  first-aid  qualifications 
as  may  be  approved  or  prescribed  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

E.  Maintenance  and  Servicing. — The  existing  arrangements  to  be 
continued. 

F.  Conveyance  of  Patients  by  Railway. — Where  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Local  Health  Authority  to  provide  transport  for  a person  who 
has  to  make  a long  journey  and  can  without  detriment  to  his  health 
most  conveniently  be  conveyed  for  part  of  it  by  railway,  as  a stretcher 
case  or  in  some  similar  way  involving  special  arrangements  with  the 
railway  undertaking  the  Local  Authority  propose  to  arrange  accordingl} 

G.  CaU  Out  Arrangeme^its. — The  Coulacil  will  keep  all  hospitals- 
and  other  institutions  for  the  sick,  all  general  medical  practitioners, 
dentists,  nurses,  domiciliary  midwives,  the  police,  fire  service  and 
telephone  authorities  in  or  serving  the  County  Borough  informed  of 
the  action  to  be  taken  to  call  an  ambulance. 

2.  Development  Plan. 

It  is  considered  that  as  the  above  proposals  will  furnish  an  adequate 
day  and  night  service  in  the  Authority’s  area  no  further  development 
of  the  service  will  be  necessary. 

PROPOSALS  UNDER  SECTION  28  (PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS- 

CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE). 

GENEKAf.  Administrative  Arrangements. 

This  Service  will  be  administered  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
acting  under  a Care  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Authority. 

A.  Tuberculosis. — The  Care  Sub-Committee,  with  whom  the 
liealth  visitors  of  the  Authority  will  work,  will  assist  in  the  special 
problems  of  the  tuhei'culous  household,  in  such  ways  as  (a)  supplying 
or  lending  beds  and  bedding;  (b)  providing  nursing  requisites  or  sputum 
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flasks;  (c)  helping  to  provide  extra  nourishment  or  clothing;  (d)  assisting 
to  make  arrangements  for  boarding  out  children  of  infected  parents ; 
(e)  helping  to  liiid  better  housing  accommodation ; (f)  advising  the 
patient  and  his  dependants  as  to  means  of  obtaining  financial  support 
available;  and  (g)  helping  suitable  patients  to  obtain  the  benefit  of 
arrangements  under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  or 
otherwise  to  find  occupation  suitable  to  their  condition. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  Eegional  Hospital  Board  for 
the  joint  appointment  of  the  medical  specialist  responsible  locally  for  the 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  in  order  that  he  may  be  closely  associated 
with  the  care  and  after-care  arrangements  described  above. 

Further,  the  health  visitors,  and  social  workers  (if  any),  of  the 
Care  Committee  will  spend  part  of  their  time  in  the  tuberculosis 
dispensary  working  with  the  medical  specialist. 

B.  Mental  Illness  or  Defectiveness. — Details  of  the  proposals  of 
the  Authority  under  Section  28  are  submitted  as  requested  in  Circular 
100/47,  but  in  connection  with  the  care  and  after-care  arrangements 
of  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  or  defectiveness  it  may  here  be 
noted  that  two  whole-time  mental  health  workers  will  be  charged  with 
sncdi  duties  and  that  use  will  be  made  of  an  Occupation  Centre  when 
such  is  available. 

C.  Other  Types  of  Illness  {or  Illness  Generally). — The  Eegional 
Hospital  Board  will  be  requested  to  notify  to  the  local  health  authority 
particulars  of  persons  discharged  Irouj  hospital  requiring  after-care,  and 
such  cases  and  cases  coming  to  light  from  other  sources  will  receive 
appropriate  after-care  and  advice  of  the  nature  indicated  above  in 
])aragraph  A from  the  Care  Committee  and  its  social  wor]<ers  (if  any), 
and  from  the  Authority’s  health  visitors.  The  arrangements  made  in 
this  respect  will  be  such  as  will  not  fall  to  be  made  by  the  Authority 
within  the  scope  of  provisions  of  Part  III.  of  the  National  Assistanca^ 
Act. 

So  far  as  the  Authority  arranges  for  the  follow-up  of  persons  under 
treatment  for,  or  known  or  believed  to  be  suffering  from,  venereal 
disease,  such  arrangements  will  be  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Treatment  C'entres  of  the  Eegional  Hospital 
Board, 
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D.  Provision  of  Sich-Room  Equipment. — Articles  of  sick-room 
i quipmeut  will  be  provided  by  the  Authority  on  loan  to  persons  being 
|•,oufi^ed  or  nursed  at  home.  No  charge  will  be  made  for  the  loan  of 
(trticles,  but  a deposit,  to  be  refunded  provided  they  are  returned  in  good 
londition,  will  be  requested  unless  the  economic  circumstances  do  not 
(vairant  it. 

; E.  Health  Education. — All  suitable  methods  of  health  education 
,s  a means  of  prevention  of  illness  and  for  securing  intelligent  care  and 
Hfter-care  will  be  continued,  including  co-operation  with  the  Bootle 
filxecutive  Council,  and  use  of  the  materal  and  advice  obtainable  from 
ihe  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  or  from  other  sources. 

I PEOPOSALS  UNDEE  SECTION  29  (DOMESTIC  HELP), 

) General  Administrative  Arrangements. — The  service  will  be  admini- 

j 

itered  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  directly  supervised  by  the 
i Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  and  the  present  staff  will  be  augmented, 
either  by  whole-time  or  part-time  women,  to  a total  equivalent  of  five 
■vhole-time  workers,  as  found  necessary  to  meet  demand.  Charges, 
appropriate  to  the  means  of  the  users  of  the  service,  will  be  recovered. 

i No  joint  arrangements  are  proposed  with  other  local  health 
iuithorities. 

I Development  Plan. — It  is  consider  that  the  whole  of  the  area  will 
pe  adequately  covered  in  July  1948  by  the  service  described  above,  this 
Consideration  being  based  on  the  fact  that  the  existing  demand  has  been 
i'atisfied  with  a smaller  staff. 

I f 

^ PEOPCS.\LS  UNDER  SECTION  49  (MENTAL  HEALTH 

SERVICES). 

1.  The  Authority  proposes  to  establish  a Sub-Committee  of  the 
flcalth  Committee  to  deal  with  their  Mental  Health  Services,  for  the 
idministration  of  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  respon- 
’ible.  It  is  further  proposed  that  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee 
^nd  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  be  advised  in  the  organisation 
'nd  control  of  the  service  by  a part-time  specialist  medical  officer  with' 
-Xperioice  in  both  mental  illness  and  mental  defectiveness,  the  services 
‘^Mch  officer  l)eing  made  availal)le  by  arrangenienf  with  the  Liverpool 
Pity  Council  for  the  joint  user  of  an  officer  to  be  ap])ointed  by  them. 
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The  medical  direction  of  the  service  js  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical 
OHicer  of  Health,  who  will  receive  advice  from  the  ahove-iiientioned 
specialist  medical  officer. 


2.  From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Medical  Officers  to  be 
employed  in  the  service  will  be^ — the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  devoting 
part  of  Ids  lime  thereto,  and  a specialist  medical  officer  devoting 
jjart  of  his  time  thereto.  If  such  mental  health  medical  officer  is 
obtained  by  arrangement  with  Liverpool  City  Council  it  is  proposed  that 
by  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  the  servicesc- 
of  one  or  more  specialist  medical  officers  shall  be  available  in  a consults- ' 
tive  capacity  in  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  mental  defectives,  v 
In  general  the  ascertainment  of  such  defectives  would  be  the  function  of 
one  or  more  of  the  three  medical  officers  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  i 
Education  for  the  ascertainment  of  ineducable  children.  ,| 


3.  It  is  proposed  to  appoint  one  whole-time  officer  from  one  of  the  I 
relieving  officers  at  present  in  the  service  of  Bootle  Public  Assistance  i 
Committee  to  act  as  an  officer  duly  authorised  to  take  initial  proceedingsJ 
under  the  Lunacy  Act  and  Mental  Treatment  Act.  Such  “authorised  I 
officer’’  would  devote  his  whole  time  to  mental  health  work,  includingi 
the  voluntary  supervision  of  defectives  not  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ! 
under  the  Acts  and  patients  discharged  from  orders  under  the  Acts  and ; 
by  arrangement  with  the  Mental  Hospitals  Board,  the  supervision  of  j 
cases  on  licence  under  the  IMental  Deficiency  Act.  As  such  a male  I 
officer  could  not  adequately  deal  with  cases  of  both  sexes  a whole-timf  j 
woman  mental  health  worker  would  be  appointed  to  undertake  similar  i 
duties  in  connection  with  women  and  children. 


The  above  “duly  authorised  officer”  would  be  relieved  when  off-' 
duty  by  arranging  with  Liverpool  City  Council  for  the  services  of  one 
of  their  “duly  authorised  officers.” 


4.  The  “duly  authorised  officer”  appointed  by  Bootle  would 

operate  from  the  Health  Depaidment,  Bootle,  and  his  substitute  of 
relief  would  operate  from  a centre  to  be  designated  by  Liverpool  City 
Council.  ' 

I 

5.  The  two  whole-time  mental  health  workers  mentioned  aliovQ 
would  be  employed  in  the  training  of  defectives  at  home.  The  training 
of  defectives  in  occupation  centres  would  be  provided  by  arrangemeni 
with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  if  the  projected  centre  at  Waterlog 
is  then  available, 


